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On First Catholics 


Rat Row 
Tlalf-Breed Tract 


I’rench Traders 


CURIOUS medley indeed those three symbols are! 

And yet they are the important factors in Keokuk’s 
early history. As we gaze upon them—Rat Row, Half-Breed | 
Tract, French Traders—they become well nigh mysterious. 
Is it possible that they have any meaning or connection: 
Yes, it is quite possible. Here it is. 

In 1712—a long time ago—two Indian tribes, the Sacs 
and the Foxes, became allies. They found their way to 
southeastern Lowa and were there seen by the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition as it went up the Mississippi River in 
1804. The Sacs, for instance, had a village at Montrose, 
“at the head of the rapids”. By the Treaty of 1802 these 
Sac and I*ox Indians had been divested of their Hlinois 
Jands; henceforth the Iowa Country became their chief 
hunting grounds. ‘That statement brings us face to face with 
“Rat Row”. 


At the water’s edge, between what are now Main and 
Blondeau Streets in our city, stood a long, rambling structure, 
two stories in height, with a crude stairway on the outside 
leading to the second story. It was made of round logs 
chiefly. And Rat Row was the not very complimentary 
nick-name of it. A dignified title it had, of course, 
“Headquarters of the American Itur Company”. It was a 
fur-trading post. There Frenchman and Indian met to 
bargain. There, too, we may conjecture, in the late after- 
noon shadow of that rambling structure, the rambling 
I*renchman met the dusky squaw of the Sac or I*ox tribe. 
And there, a romance began. If'renchman, Indian, business, 
romance,—surely that old building teemed with those 
things. “‘Vhe fur trade and its later social derivatives made 
possible the “I Talf-Breed Pract’. 
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To begin with, that term—it 1s an historical one—ts not 
at all flattering to the official inhabitants of the southeastern 
corner of Lowa. It was meant to be descriptive of them. 
Again, not very flattering. Be that as it may, here is the 
story. 


Rar Row 


In 1824 some Sac and lox chiefs went to see President 
Monrce at Washington, and expressed willingness to give up 
their Jands in the new State of Missouri provided a tract of 
land be set aside for the half-breeds. Their wishes were 
comphed with and ratihed by the Senate of the United States 
on January 18, 1825. Phe Half-Breed Tract was the result; 
a tract of some 120,000 acres above the confluence of the 
Des Moines and Mississippi rivers. Obviously Keokuk, the 
“capital” of the Half-Breed Tract, was included in it, as was 
also all the Jand lying between Keokuk and Tort Madison. 
No stingy gift, one would say, from our generous United 
States Government! Phe Indians guarded the interests of | 
those half-breeds because their mothers were squaws of the 
Sac and I*ox tribes. heir fathers, “squaw-men”, were fur 
traders—mostly I*renchmen—or American soldiers. We say 
they were “mostly Frenchmen” on the word of “Thomas 
lforsyth, who, in I831, sent a petition to the United States 
Government. Tle urged upon the government “the employ- 
ment of a Catholic priest, to teach a school, and instruct the 
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half-breeds in religion”. Then he added: “This would be 
pleasing to the Indians, and might, at no great distance of 
time, entice some of the Indians to embrace civilized hfe”. 
And his reason for this petition is even more significant and 
more to the point, namely, that nine-tenths of the fathers of 
the half-breeds were French Catholics. As we see it today, . 
that petition was the birth of twilight Catholicity in and 
about Keokuk. “Lo be sure the I-renchmen were Catholic, at 
least traditionally. As a matter of fact their religion was 
scarcely more than a bundle of traditions, and vague ones 
atc that. Tt was a tading memory held to as a benefactor in 
the past. Squaw marriages, savage life, and Indian stand- 
ards. of conduct would not produce a fine brand of Cathol- 
icity in the Frenchmen, or in their brench-Indian offspring, 
Whose number probably did not exceed fifty. 
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Some Onward-Bound Priests 


OW for a lesson in historical geography—the Missis- 
sippi River, first. Not many words will be needed. 
It is a plain and oft mentioned fact in historical writing 
that the tide of immigration followed the only highways of 
‘travel then to be found—rivers and other streams. In con- 
sonance with that statement we find that to the pioneer bent 
on reaching the lowa Country, the Father of Waters ex- 
tended its best hospitality. On its bosom, priest and layman 
alike, journeyed to his destination. Gracious host, indeed, it 
was, and uncomplaining when the guests left unceremoni- 
ously. Keokuk was one place where “I*rench leave” was 
taken. T*ur traders, soldiers, explorers, missionary priests— 
all used that kindly stream for conveyance. This is true of 
Marquette, Jollet, LaSalle, and Hennepin, for they were 
the first to use the bosom of the Mississippi as a prie dieu 
when their God was remembered at night-fall. After their 
time (towards the end of the seventeenth century) there 1s 
an aching void in historical records for more than a century. 
About 1800 the “white-man’s history” again opened. And 
again the Mississippi River was pressed into service. [From 
the north and south its travelers began to come. We shall 
have to pass over laymen, be they land-grantee, trader, or 
soldier, since the purview of this sketch does not allow much 
space for secular history, important though it is. Our pres- 
ent interest centers in “Some Onward-Bound Priests” who 
passed Keokuk, north and south, during the period 1817- 
1832. But first a word about the lay of the Jand from the 
view point of ecclesiastical jurisduction. i 
Saint Louis is a very old city—old as time is reckoned 
in these parts. [founded in the year 1764 by Pierre Liguest 
Laclede, a French nobleman, it became the See City of a 
Catholic diocese on July 2, 1826. Passing over illustrious 
names to hasten our story, we come to the second bishop of 
the Diocese of Saint Louis, the Right Reverend Joseph A. 
Rosati, an Italian Vincentian in other days. Extensive to a 
degree hard to comprehend was his diocese. Jurisdiction, 
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civil and ecclesiastical, was a rather cheap commodity in those 
days. The Law of Supply and Demand was at work. Un- 
der date of June 17, 1834, the Holy See sent a communica- 
tion to Bishop Rosati describing the limits of his diocese in 
this way. “The diocese of St. Louis comprises the state of 
Missouri, together with the territory called Arkansas, and 
until the Holy See decrees otherwise, it shall include the 
territory also on the west side of the Mississippi (lowa)”. As 
if the above territory were not sufficiently extensive, the west- 
ern half of Illinois was officially placed within his jurisdiction 
also; for some years before, however, he had cared for it. 
Substantially the same content had come to Rosati in 1832 
from Bishop Benedict Joseph llaget of the Diocese of Bards- 
town. His letter bore the statement that the Diocese of 
Saint Louis “comprised all of Arkansas, Missouri, and Iowa, 
and the Indian tribes beyond the Missouri line”. Hence- 
forth Saint Louis will be considered one. terminus—the 
“terminus a quo”’. 

I‘ar above Keokuk, in the Green Bay, Prairie du Chien, 
Galena region no little activity on the part of the Catholic 
Church was being manifested about this time—the early 
decades of the nineteenth century. Both from the north and 
from the south priests had gone to that region and were con- 
tinuing to do so. That region was the “terminus ad quem” 
for priests from Saint Louis and Green Bay. At one time or 
another not a few of them passed by Keokuk as they jour- 
neyed to and fro. Briefly we shall see something of them. 


As early as 1817 (when the lowa Country fell within 
the jurisdiction of the Diocese of New Orleans) a Trap- 
pist priest, lather Joseph Mary Dunand, went by Keokuk 
on his way from Saint Louis to Prairie du Chien. His diary, 
however, makes no record of his having given spiritual min- 
istration in this vicinity. That journey was made three years 
before Dr. Samuel Muir, the city’s first white settler, crossed 
the Mississippi River from Illinois. Ten years later, Father 
Itrancis Vincent Badin might have looked upon this settle- 
ment as he passed by on his way to Saint Louis (1827). Once 
the thirties opened, priests in numbers passed up and down. 
Two of them were lathers Joseph Lutz (1830) and John 


Pees joa ae te 
Mee Nis 


fi veya ad to ericnal : 
to urine onda azebytowy eavod.,.3% 4% 
bee smenmbt, bale 5 ot ‘dhiny 
tit oby born “Haile ti hints reo » 99 
ah. (sito) iggecteet be co her i 
nde: nls oseiane clair ee i 


A. ok fori baal oa eT, id 
BERL ar bao or venoy bunk Ietnos 
cebustl iu sep 201 ods to toy 08 tegeey 
“to oapp0il odd tarts Nersger te ded on 
swol bas dudderl’ eemabispto te heahg 
-sanakd “oath raccnth “Ba 


of —ennien: 49), au 


Pons is aunignet 
ont wh oftinad pyatt nso? ae ot gudovad svods anh 9” ' 
sfherin ot to Twi ih Ho lai on aoigavennslaed & 
china afters fils twotle ji Bae gried enw thud ue 3 
bows dttoe oft eaord daudl yr ay fpr saat aly. de eabsoub a tae 
Her) dww bin aoiget tas of saag ereeingy afte attire we vi 
“cet, bat auiceras” oft exw nolgor wad ox obeos spiel” 
w erebone th ws neo) bax ewod imine epon? weartg wh! 
hae Wort an tudowA vd byeenq. seas, Wo wal « tomwdaom © 
ISA to yaiiitvenos yor Hide yw yhoo ott hae of hoyua 


oidiiw Hol germs) gwob-odtaodw) SIR) ae vhs 2h 
yer Ps teanulhO wot to veoooi! oils to notttberty| sit 
Autos dA yd dove brent alt dqveol edie sept tai 
Cuth aki avid ub vial ot evo td same aor Vic tk toe 
-nictt Lautiniqe oyvig gairved eid to haga uts asda crovewod 
masy sod? shism eeu qo, wT opisioiy cidt at moister ~ 
boar Asti vtidw tout Ayo ods oi dae AL edtod 
rohtet tel ciiey aT zionilfl pee wil ieypiceeeaiA ott ° 
ealitoe #693 woqu sdool vod idgie sibntl savoni't cian 
vain) VSB 1) tia 1 tein, ot yeu ied gpg 7 
stewob baw * wes emcee mt — ita tl vit | 


: 
a ee ieee Ae —— ee oth ase BS. 


ee SAINT PETER’S PARISH 


McMahon (1832). The only tangible evidence that these 
priests lingered in the vicinity of Keokuk is the record that 
lather McMahon sent a letter to Bishop) Rosati from 
Keokuk. 

Nothing is to be gained by multiplying words and 
statements about these hidden years, 1817-1832. Conjec- 
tures and shadowy probabilities are better left unwritten. 
This is the sum total regarding the situation: we simply do 
not know with certainty that any of these priests cared for the 
Irrenchmen, the Indians, and the Irench-Indians in and 
around Keokuk. An heroic priest of God now comes by way 
of the same friendly Mississippr to make religion in. the 
Half-Breed ‘Tract something more than a few vague tradi- 
tions and sentiments—lrather Charles belix Van Quicken- 
borne, a member of the Society of Jesus. 
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Keokuk’s Proto-Priest 


ATHER Felix Van Quickenborne, the Founder of the 
Missouri Province of the Society [of Jesus], will 
live on in history as one of our great men. | 
—John A. Rothensteiner. 


In a host of instances Jesuits, with their chosen mis- 
sionary career, blazed the trail for the Catholic Church in 
America. Two such instances, and striking ones at that, may 
be given for the State of Iowa. The first priest ever to set 
foot on the soil of our commonwealth was a Jesuit mission- 
ary, l‘ather James Marquette. And Father. Charles I*elix 
Van Quickenborne, also of the Company of Ignatius, was the 
first priest in the nineteenth century to minister to the Cath- 
olics and traditional Catholics in lowa. Strange to say, too, 
Keokuk, the “capital” of the lowly Half-Breed Tract, was 
the locality first to receive ministrations at his hands. I*rench- 
men, Indians, Half-Indians, Negro Slaves, and Americans 
had a share one way or another in that I*lemish black-robe’s 
work. But, first a brief word in a biographical way. 

Charles Ielix Van Quickenborne was a Flemish priest, 
born in the village of Peteghen in the Diocese of Ghent, 
Belgium, and ordained a diocesan priest in 1812. It was 
some years later that he entered the Society of Jesus. At- 
tracted to the missions of America during his noviceship in 
that Society Ifather Van Quickenborne received permission 
to follow his attraction. During the period 1817-1822 his 
held of labor was at Whitem: ne Maryland. Early in 1823 
a band of Jesuits under his leadership made a long journey 
to Florissant, Missouri, intent upon establishing a Jesuit 
Mission and laboring among the Indians. Then in 1824 
Bishop Louis Dubourg, the Ordinary of the Diocese of New 
Orleans, Let leather Van Quickenborne “Vicar Gen- 
eral of Upper Louisiana”. It was that appointment: w hich 
authorized him to make three arduous journeys into the 
Missouri, Ulinots, and Towa countries, during the years 
1832 and 1833. ‘The first and third journeys do not mn- 
mediately concern us. OF supreme HmMportance to the history 
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of South-eastern Lowa, however, is the second journey of 
leather Van Quickenborne. 

He attracts our attention as we see him crossing the 
Mississippt River to Keokuk, lowa, from the “Head of the 
Rapids”, Hancock County, Hlinois.  Tortunately “I*ather 
Charles I*. Van Quickenborne’s Baptismal and Marriage 
Record Book, 1832-1833” has come down to us. With that 
precious document as our guide, lowa’s First’ Priest of the 
nineteenth century 1s located definitely at Keokuk on October 
the sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-two. On every one of those days lfather Van Quick- 
enborne’s Record reveals that he either conferred the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism in “Keokuck” or was the Catholic Church’s 
official witness for the Sacrament of Matrimony. It may be 
of interest to note that he was “near Keokuk” on October 10, 
1832, and was also at Ifort Mdwards (the present Warsaw 
in Llinois, about seven miles below Keokuk) on October 12, 
1832. lor Keokuk record of three baptisms and five mar- 
rages has been left us. | 


Since a unique historical interest attaches to this visita- 
tion, the first fully recorded one in towa, we shall include 
here the names of the principals. “he baptisms: October: 6, 
1832, Marie Louise, one year old, daughter of Joseph 
I-rasier and Margaret, a lFolle Avoine (Menominee) In- 
dian, with Marie LaPaumerar as sponsor; October 8, 1832, 
Mary Jane, about 3 years old, and Andrew Jackson, about 6 
months old, children of a slave who was the property of 
Isaac Camel. I’or Mary: Jane the sponsor was Mrs. La- 
Pomerai and for Andrew Jackson, Margaret LaPomerai. 
The marriages: October 7, 1832, John Baptiste Louts I*or- 
cier and Marie LeBeau, and as witnesses Augustus LaPom- 
eral, Charpentier, and others; Jessor Pellen (a non-Catholic) 
and Archange St. Jean Laperche (renewed consent); 
October 9, 1832, Paul Bisette and Marie Louise Bolon, with 
Pierre Riche Blondeau and M. La Pomerai and others as 
witnesses; Peter Brusseau and Mary Louise Courville, with 
Hdward Brichinclle and Mrs. LaPomerai as witnesses. Of 
interest, too, is another marriage “near Keokuk”: Andrew 
St. Amand and Mary Loutse Blondeau, with two Catholic 
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Sauk Indians, Charlotte and Virginia, as witnesses. [rom 
lather Van Quickenborne’s record as here given it is noticed 
that many of the names are distinctively French. This is in 
keeping with the traditional understanding of the nationality 
of many inhabitants of the “Half-Breed Tract”. It is worthy 
of note, too, that lather Van Quickenborne included “the 
lower rapids” as one of the places where a church should be 
built, and he gives one reason, “as the funds can be raised 
very casily”. ‘This notation was made presumably on July 
16, 1833, about nine months after his visitation to this sec- 
tion of Towa. 


How colorful these ceremonies must have been, and 
how replete with the unique and the primitive! The black- 
robed Jesuit in the midst of representatives of many nations 
and races and civilizations pouring the water of regeneration 
—caught perhaps a short time before as it dashed upon 
“Nlechanic Rocks” at the foot of the Rapids—on the head 
of a dusky tot who had been presented by a Frenchman or a 
Yankee, with Indians, Half-Indians, negroes, and traders, as 
i minature “Teague of Nations” audience! “Truly was the 
pioneer priest’s religious effort liberally dashed with the 
quaint and the chivalrous. 

In order to obviate confusion in the matter it should be 
noted that Ifather Van Quickenborne has left no record of 
his having attended the Catholics of Lowa at any place other 
than Keokuk until July 10, 1833. ven at that later date— 
more than nine months after his Keokuk visitation—the sole 
recorded place of his ministrations in the State of Lowa is 
Dubuque. 

In an earlier section of this sketch, attention has been 
of Catholicity in South-eastern Lowa”, attention has been 
given to “Some Onward-Bound. Priests”. “he important 
thing to remember ts that they were “onward-bound”.  His- 
torical research has not brought to light any record of their 
having lingered at Keokuk or, as a matter of fact, in any 
locality of Towa, 

This one conclusion is certain: Keokuk was the first 
locality in Lowa visited by Father Charles I. Van Quicken- 
borne, S. J. Elis Record Book plainly shows that he lingered 
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here on the sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth, of October, 
1832. Consequently whatever priority resulted from this 
heroic black-robe’s efforts in lowa, that priority naturally 
enriches the glory of Catholicity in South-eastern Iowa. 
I‘ather John A. Rothensteiner’s prophecy that the name of 
“Tather Ielix Van Quickenborne, the lounder of the Mis- 
sour! Province of the Society [of Jesus], will live on in 
history as one of our great men”, finds fond hopes of real- 
ization in the hearts of Keokuk Catholics. 
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Peter Paul Lefevere 


HE HERO of this religious movement is the man of 

untiring zeal and energy, lather, afterwards, Bishop, 
Peter Paul Lefevere, whose missionary territory was the 
largest and most difficult of all in the diocese.”—J. A. Roth- 
ensteiner. 

How perfect an example of the Catholic philosophy of 
priestly interest 1s presented in the career of Vather Paul 
Lefevere! Centuries of Catholic civilization for an inherit- 
ance, and here we tind him in the uncouth Half-breed tract! 
Fle had been used to the sight of beautiful medieval 
cathedrals, the over-continuing glory and marvel of Cath- 
olic Church history, and here he is in southeastern Lowa 
dispensing the streams of spiritual life, with ugly Rat 
Row the best handiwork of man’s s building instinct that he 
could look upon. 

Yes, the Catholic Church is no respecter of persons. 
And l*ather Lefevere was the Catholic Church in action for 
the motley population at Keokuk when priestly pioneering 
was a long, drawn out martydom. But that was his inherit- 
ance when, on December 3, 1832, Bishop Rosati had him 
set out for Salt River, Ralls County, Missouri. 


Nominally Salt River was the appointment received 
by this young priest; northern Missouri, southern Lowa, and 
western Hlinois befor long were his actual field. of work. 
“This territory was the largest and most difficult of all in 
the Diocese of Saint Louis”. That is the way lather J. A. 
Rothensteiner, a Saint Louis historian of scholarly attain- 
ments, refers to this appointment. Only one anniversary of 
ordination behind him, and large portions of three states to 
catholicize! 

When Iather Lefevere was beginning this dificult 
work, surely his former discouraging experience must have 
been lifted into high consciousness. “We preached about 
six times in the courthouse,” he is referring to New Madrid, 
Missourl, “where the people assembled merely to see one 
another for amusement and pastime as they say themselves” 
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A similar attitude, at least in effect, was assumed by the 
Salt River Catholics. The blunt, brave lather Lefevere, 
as he 1s called, threatened not but acted. Strange as it may 
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seem the indifference of his parish determined him to ven- 
ture into the Jowa Country. 

Plainly the word was spoken to them that he was 
going “to visit the scattered Catholics on the side of Illinois 
and. beyond the State of Missouri, that it was now left at 
their choice—to have a stationary clergyman among them 
or not”. And he went. “This missionary visit took me about 
three months during which I never could pass more than 
three nights in the same place”. After giving details about 
his work in Illinois, he continued about Iowa. “Then | 
returned on this side of the Mississippi among the Half- 
Indians and in the New Purchase where the Catholics are 
increasing very fast. The difficulties and hardships | had 
to struggle with were great; but in all this I had the con- 
solation of baptizing several adult persons, and of seeing 
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many Catholics, who until then had been cold and indif- 
ferent and had never made any use of the Church for 
many years, take a new start, as It were, in the way of their 
salvation, and devoutly approach the Sacraments”. Further 
on in this letter which, incidentally, is dated July 3, 1834, 
lather Lefevere expressed an intention of not visiting this 
section again. 

A plan was offered by him, by way of compensation, 
to provide for the Catholics in the Half-Breed ‘Tract. “If 
Mr. | lather | St. Cyr or any other priest were stationed 
at Quincy or at the head of the Rapids [Nauvoo], he 
would find there a wide extensive field for his zeal in the 
cause of God. Besides many other Catholics scattered 
through the country, he would find there a wide extensive 
held for his zeal in the cause of God. Besides many other 
Catholics scattered through the country, he would find four 
little congregations in a circuit, as it were of forty or fifty 
miles at most. These congregations are as yet small, in- 
deed, but very promising and increasing daily. There ts 
one at Quincy, one at the head of the Rapids | Nauvoo |, 
another on the Ifork of Crooked Creek, and a fourth one 
at the Toot of the Rapids among the Half-Indians, where 
there are several French and American families living.” 
Keokuk, of course, was located at the loot of the Rapids. 

On Father Lefevere’s word, we have it that there were 
in the Half-Breed Tract not steel Half-Indians but also 
“several French and American families”. That statement 
calls to mind Cyrenus Cole’s estimate as given in his volume 
A History of the People of Towa. “There were a few 
Americans living in what is now lowa—probably only forty 
or fifty. Nearly all of them lived in the Half-Breed 
Tract, between the Des Moines and Mississippi rivers above 
their confluence”. Mr. Cole had reference to the popula- 
tion about one year previous to Father Lefevere’s visit. Dr. 
Isaac Galland placed the figure at fifty in all lowa for June 
Ist, 1833. lather Lefevere in his official report for 1836 
placed the number of Catholics in the Half-Breed Tract at 
38. Not until June 1, 1833, did the United States Gov- 
ernment officially declare that any other part of Lowa was 
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vacated by the Indians. Keokuk (Puckeshetuck, its first 
Indian name, meaning “at the foot of the rapids”) was 
the first settlement in the present State of lowa to have been 
visited by a Catholic priest in the nineteenth century. That 
visit Was made, as we have seen above, by Father Van 
Quickenborne from October 6-9, 1832. Then came next 
that of I*ather Peter Paul Lefevere sometime during the 
three months previous to July 3, 1834. And since the Lowa 
Country was visited by him after he had traversed Hlinois 
for “forty and fifty miles backward and forward” along 
the Mississippi River, the writer is much inclined to place 
during the month of June Father Lefevere’s visit to 
Keokuk. 

Although this well-nigh ubiquitous missionary averred 
in his 1834 letter that “as for my part, if I stay on Salt 
River, 1 absolutely could not visit these places any longer 
(and he gave reasons for the decision) yet on March 9, 
1837—almost three years later—Il*ather Lefevere wrote 
to his bishop: “In the missions | have hitherto attended there 
are fourteen stations... . Two in the Wisconsin Territory. 
One at Keokuk in the Half-Indian Tract between the riv- 
ers Des Moines and the Mississippi; 2, on the Skunk River 
ten miles west [north was meant] from Tort Madison”. 
Again in this 1837 letter he said: “Last winter I was called 
to the sick .. . once to the Des Moines River, and once into 
the Wisconsin Territory 150 miles north from Ralls 
County”. Nor must his words be passed over lightly refer- 
ring to the calls in the winter time “once to the Des Moines 
River, and once into Wisconsin territory 150 miles north 
from Ralls County”. The only conclusion to be drawn 
from the words of this apostle of hardship is that atleast 
on three occasions, and probably four, his journeyings 
brought him into the Iowa Country. Surely on two occa- 
sions Keokuk received the benefit of his) ministrations. 
Blunt, brave Father Lefevere, Bishop Rosati liked your 
bluntness; we, your bravery. With truth Bishop Lefevere 
wrote afew years later to the priests of the Diocese of 
Detroit. “Having been inured to the labors of a missionary 
life, for many years, in a remote part of the diocese of St. 
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Louis, we feel ready to share with you, venerable brethren, 
all the labors of the ministry” 


On November 22, 1841, a new appointment was given 
lather Lefevere. Surely the following item, which ap- 
peared in the Annals of the Propagation of the Faith for 
November, 1841, must have given joy to the Catholics of 
Southeastern Iowa. “Peter Paul Lefevere, born in the 
diocese of Ghent, and for a long time Missionary in the 
diocese of St. Louis, appointed Bishop of Zela in partibus, 
and coadjutor administrator of the diocese. of Detroit”. 
Thirteen years before Bishop Rosati had commented in 
these words on lather Lefevere’s work: “Mr. Lefevere 


keeps churches and congregations in the best order. The 
people are very good Catholics”. Evidently the later ap- 


pointment was not an accident. Keokuk’s second priest vis- 
itor became a bishop. No slight distinction, indeed, and an 
auspicious beginning for Catholicism here! 


With Bishop-elect Lefevere’s departure from his 
1832-1841 appointment, a social and religious situation of 
a very peculiar complexion receded into its individual com- 
ponent parts. The Indian, I*rench, French-Indian, and 
American population had lost their I*lemish priest of yester 
vears. The Italian bishop of St. Louis, Joseph Rosati, who, 
in other days was a member of the Congregation of the 
Mission (Vincentians or Lazarists the priests of the congre- 
gation are generally called in America) was bereft of a fine 
diocesan priest. But the Catholics of the Half Breed Tract 
will not be abandoned for many years. The center of in- 
terest will shift sooner or later from Rat Row to Saint 
John the Evangelist Church. Alsatian, Italian, and French 
priests will serve the Catholics of Keokuk. . 
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Father Mazzuchelli 


cy A THOSE days there came to the territory to preach 
to the rough and uneducated, a man of the highest edu- 
cation and refinement, the Reverend Samuel Charles Mazzu- 
chelli, one of the most remarkable men connected with the 
early church history of Iowa”. In these words an Iowa his- 
torian, Cyrenus Cole, pays glowing tribute to another priest 
of South-eastern Towa. 

Samuel Charles Mazzuchelli, an Italian born, 1806, 
came to America in 1828. Blessed with a vogation to the 
religious life, already he was garbed in the Dominican hab‘t 
upon his arrival. After two years of study here in America, 
this romantic, chivalrous priest of God was elevated to the 
priesthood. “And a few weeks later, he was setting foot on 
the Island of Mackinac, the most remote spot of the 
Diocese of Cincinnati’. Zealous man that he was, his 
efforts could not be confined within such compass. Travel- 
ing, ministering, and building were to be his lot for many 
ayear. As early as 1835 his presence thrilled the Catholics 
of Lowa. ‘he eastern portion of our state he made one of 
his major fields. He liked to linger on and travel over the 
lowa prairies. “His parish was the whole Mississippi Val- 
ley for two hundred miles or more”. 

Vo anyone reading his Memoirs, the following descrip- 
tion of Father Mazzuchelli is sober truth couched in terms 
bespeaking affectionate regard: “Vhe story of Father. Maz- 
zuchell’s work in Iowa reads like a romance. He went to 
many places; he labored unceasingly. He traveled on foot 
and on horseback, in ox-wagon and on boats. A stranger in 
a strange Jand, he slept on the floors of cabins and he ate 
often the food of savages”. 

With joy does the writer connect this spotless Domin- 
ican priest with the Keokuk mission. The Cathohe Directory 
for the year 1841 supphes the information, as our trust- 
worthy authority. “Burlington, Des Moines Co., St. Paul’s 
—a brick church erected in the year 1840, with convenient 
rooms for schools. Very Rev. S. Mazzuchelli. Sermon in: 
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Farukr Samurn Craries Mazzucuenss, O, P. 


Knglish. Phere are four stations attached to this parish: Ist, 
Madison, Lee Co.; 2nd, /la/f Breed Tract, same county; 
3rd, lowa City, Johnson Co.; 4th, Bloomington | called 
Muscatine since 1841], Muscatine Co. The number of 
Catholics in this parish. and its stations, is about twelve 
hundred”, 

In another section of this sketch the historical. signif- 
icance of the term “Half-Breed Tract” has been explained. 
Without doubt Keokuk ts the station meant, for at the time 
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referred to—1840—the importance of all other settlements 
Which possibly could have been meant had declined. Not . 
for long, apparently, was Father Mazzuchelli assigned to 
this district. Only in one volume of the Catholic Directory, 
that of 1841, is his name linked with the Half-Breed Tract. 
l‘urther than this connection we do not know anything of his 
activities In Keokuk. Negatively we know, great church- 
builder that he was (churches at Burlington, Muscatine, 
Davenport and Lowa City in the Diocese of Davenport are 
his hand work) he did not see fit to build even a little church 
for slumbering Catholicity here. Certainly, though, this 
much loved pioneer priest included within his circuit the spir- 
itual care of the Catholics of ancient Keokuk, the “capital” 
of the Half-Breed Tract. That was late in 1840 or early in 
1841. 
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OL A LULTLE early history of the Catholic Church 

in. and about Keokuk has already been given. Yet all 
activities discussed so far have been of a kind: intermittent 
visits and probable visits of pioneer priests during the period 
1832-1840. There has been no word of a resident pastor; 
no word of a permanent sanctuary where Christ dwelt and 
the faithful worshipped. But should we be surprised? Tet 
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Take the year 1834—when I*ather Lefevre first visited 
Keokuk, “the loot of the Rapids”. The Iowa Country had 
been without any general government whatseever from 
1821 until that year 1834. Then it was made an adjunct 
to Michigan Territory. It was not until October 1835 that 
a general election was held. When Michigan took its place 
among the states of the Union in 1836, a new territory, the 
Territory of Wisconsin, was created. lowa was in the west- 
ern part of that territory. Then, two years later, 1838, the 
Territory of lowa was formed. It was 1846 before: the 
United States Government considered it proper to admit 
lowa to statehood. 


Our story of Catholicity has advanced only to 1840 
Bishop Mathias Loras had been in lowa since April 19, 
1839, although the Diocese of Dubuque was erected 1 
1837. There had been but two priests within the confines 
of the present State of Iowa during the few years immedi- 
ately preceding his coming. They were Father Peter Paul 
Lefevre and Father Samuel Charles Mazzuchelli. In 1839 
there were but two Catholic Churches in all) Towa, St. 
Raphael’s, Dubuque, and Saint Anthony’s, Davenport. A 
third church, St. James’s, on Sugar Creck, Lee County, was 
built probably later in that year, 1839. 

During the period already traversed in this sketch, lowa 
was, indeed, an untouched country. Its “white man’s his- 
tory” was scarcely begun. Should we be surprised, then, 
that a fully org: niece Catholic Church did not yet exist in 
Keokuk as late as 1840! 
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Father Alleman 


ATHER Alleman carried his church in his saddle 


hags”.—Mather John Larimer. 


It is 1840 or thereabout. Burlington is no longer the 
home address of Keokuk’s pastor of souls. J*ort Madison 
has replaced it; and the Dominican l‘ather Mazzuchelli is 
replaced by the Dominican, Father John George Alleman. 
Why did he prefer fort Madison to Keokuk: I*ather John 
Larmer, writing in the nineties, gave answer. “After look- 
Ing over northeastern Missouri, and the adjacent portions 
of Ilinois and lowa, Father Alleman resolved to establish 
his permanent mission at J*ort Madison, a beautiful site 
above the first rapids on the Upper Mississippi. His object 
in settling, so to speak, at this point, was to have a perma- 
nent ‘shanty’? ina central location, whence he could the more 
effectively perform the great work, which his former ex- 
perience as a missionary, told him lay before him”, 

That he attended Keokuk from Burlington and later 
from Tort Madison is certain. Vhe only extant baptismal 
register for those days, that of St. Paul’s, Burlington, rec- 
ords his attending Keokuk in 1841 and 1842. During that 
period Teather Alleman’s signature included “Priest of Bur- 
lington”. “The reassuring work of lather Kempker has 
also been given. “When lather Alleman assumed charge 
of Lee County, he made Keokuk one of these. stations, 
which he attended regularly and ministered faithfully to 
the wants of the people, but could make no effort for 
material progress”. And the Catholic Directory of 1843 
gives this information: “ort Madison, ee Co., St. 
Joseph’s, a small temporary brick building—Rev. J. C. 
Alleman. West Point, Keokuk Station, larmington, Lee 
Co., a station (Farmington is in Van Buren County)”. 

Concerning I*ather Alleman’s activities in Keokuk, the 
writer has been able to gather information of only a very 
general nature. “Keokuk he attended regularly and min- 
istered faithfully to the wants of the people, but could make 
no effort for material progress”. “Vhe latter part of that 
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statement amounts to this: he was not able to build a church 
here. And it was not until 1844 that Keokuk’s first Catholic 
Church was erected—but that in a later section. Except for 
a rather brief period during 1844, Father Alleman was in 
charge of Keokuk from about 1840 until 1848. 


lor Keokuk specificallyl*ather Larmer has left some 
interesting observations. “I*rom I’ort Madison, he (lather 
Alleman) usually traveled on foot, as I saw him for years 
having under his arm a pair of saddlebags which contained 
all his church—all a missionary’s conveniences to celebrate 
Mass. Being of high stature and splendid health, he could 
cover in a morning on foot, without great fatigue, as much 
ground as an average horse”. Old settlers of lort Madison 
used to recall Father Alleman “with his saddle-bags 
strapped over his shoulders, carrying his mass vestments, 
altar stone, chalice and so forth, as he started on a tramp to 
West Point, Keokuk, and other Missions much farther dis- 
fant”. 

An anecdote that has passed current in Keokuk for a 
long time has been put in writing by lather Larmer. “His 
(lather Alleman’s) untiring zeal and faithful labors so 
won the affections of the Indians that the Chiefs and their 
council offered him what is now the northern half of the 
City of Keokuk... But the good priest rephed: ‘No, I am 
a poor Dominican Friar, I made a vow of poverty, and 
another to establish missions; with God’s grace 1 will keep 
them both’.”.. No one has explained just what right “the 
Chiefs and their council” had to offer that generous gift to 
Ifather Alleman. 

One more priest is now added to our growing list of 
those who served the Catholics of Keokuk during the form- 
ative period. lor eight years—1840 to 1848—Keokuk 
was one of Ifather Alleman’s interests, An untiring worker, 
an establisher of missions far and near, @ man in whom the 
spirit of poverty and charity were deeply ingrained (many 
humorous incidents are told and written about those two 
qualities in him), a courageous man in che cause of Christ 
—ail these Father Alleman was, not only for Keokuk but 
for Ohio, lowa and Ilinois. 
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Father Galtier 


Keokuk’s First Resident Pastor 
( Bisgacnaies | January 5, 1840| for the first time, 


I conferred priesthood on three of our young levites, 
in the presence of an immense crowd of Protestants and 
Catholics”. So wrote Bishop Loras, January 6, 1840, to 
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. lor Keokuk 
the item has a significance. In this ordination ceremony, 
the first in the Northwest, one of Keokuk’s priests, I'ather 
Lucien Galtier, was a principal. It was his ordination day. 
Not immediately was he sent to Keokuk, for from 1840 to 
184+ he was located where is now the great metropolis of 
Saint Paul, Minnesota. 

And how did Lucien Galtier, a l'renchman, happen to 
be in Americaf Very briefly this 1s the story. The Very 
Reverend Mathias Loras, a nativeof france and Vicar Gen- 
cral of the Diocese of Mobile, Alabama, was appointed the 
first bishop of the Diocese of Dubuque. At the time of his 
consecration, December 10, 1837, there were but one priest 
and one unfinished church in his diocese. To his native and 
lovely Mrance he naturally turned. His first. quest. for 
priestly help brought to the shores of America in the fall of 
1838 two priests and four seminarians. One of the latter 
was Lucien Galtier, a sub-deacon, who, on January 5, 1840, 
was ordained a priest for the diocese of Dubuque. His 
studies had been completed at the well-known St. Mary’s 
College, Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

On June 23, 1839, Bishop Loras went from Dubuque 
to St. Peter’s, Minnesota. He there found 185 Catholics 
and for thirteen days remained with them. “The next 
spring (1840) he was reminded, one day when an up-bound 
steamer whistled for the landing, of his promise to send a 
priest there. He selected the Rev. Lucien Galtier for the 
work, and, in one hour, that clergyman was enroute to his 
new field of labor.” “The date was April 26, 1840. 

Vhe high mark of interest in his work at St. Paul, Min- 
nesota, Was reached when, on November 1, [8+41, lather 
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Galtier dedicated his “new basilica” under the patronage of 
Saint Paul. And these words of his are important. “I ex- 
pressed a wish, at the same time, that the settlement would 
be known by the same. name, and my desires were ob- 
tained”, This statement of fact was penned in 1861 at the. 
request of Bishop Thomas Grace. The city of Saint Paul 


PALER: GALITPER 


should be thankful for the suggestion, for up to that time— 
1841—the settlement had been known as “Pig’s: Kye”. And 
the significance of the change in name was caught at an 
carly date, for in 1850, Governor Goodhue, said: 
“Pies ye, converted thou shalt be, like Saul; 
Arise, and be, henceforth, Saint Paul.” 

Then, in 1844, Father Galtier was transferred to Neo- 
kuk. “On the 25th of May, 1844, he left Saint: Peter’s, 
and went to Keokuk, Lowa’. ‘Vo corroborate the fact that 
it was not later than May the twenty-fifth, 1844, we have 
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the Baptismal Register of Saint Raphael’s Dubuque, con- 
taining record of a baptism conferred by Father Galtier on 
May 26, 1844. Later in this sketch, significance will be 
attached to that baptism as the only one recorded in the 
register by him. 


Up to the present there has been general agreement that 
l‘ather Galtier was located in Keokuk only one month: 
August, 1844. In these words I*ather Kempker has it. 
“During this time of his (Father Alleman’s) charge, how- 
ever, there was one exception, and that was in the month of 
August, 1844, when Rt. Rev. Dr. Loras, Bishop of 
Dubuque, sent Keokuk a resident pastor in the person of 
Rev, Lucien Galtier, whom he transferred from St. Peter’s 
River...” Likely the following statements in I*ather A. J. 
Zaiser’s volume Diamond Jubilee of St. Joseph?s Church 
(I.ort Madison, Lowa) are based on lather Kempker’s 
article. Father Zaiser writes: “Vather Galtier remained 
just long enough to crect a log church.”” “Vhat space of time 
is more accurately determined by him in the following 
words: “the edifice was completed within one month from 
the date the building was commenced”. In other words, 
leather Galtier was stationed in Keokuk only one month. 
Now, before proceeding further with the discussion of how 
long Father Galtier was resident in Keokuk, let us digress to 
an account of the building of the Saint John the Evangelist 
Church. The account as given by Iather Kempker 1s sub- 
stantially the content of an interview given by H. V. Gildea, 
a Davenport builder, in 1885. It appeared first in 1886, 
and then in an enlarged form in 1887. 


“Tn 1844, Rt. Rev. Bishop Loras sent lather Galtier 
there (Keokuk) to build a church. He took with him J. M. 
Gildea, a builder, and securing logs six miles north of town 
from the timber clam of Mr. ‘Fanning (Tanning is the 
name), they erected a log church, twenty feet by thirty. feet 
in size, and twelve feet high; the building being completed 
in the space of a month, and dedicated in honor of St. John 
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the Evangelist... . The location of St. John’s Church was on 
the corner of Second and Blondeau streets, on the brow of the 
Bluff, with a commanding view of the Mississippi River and 
the Des Moines Rapids”. The account as given in 1887 is 
richer in details. “At Keokuk this most exemplary priest 
(lather Galtier) engaged H. V. Gildea to build the 
church, which he superintended in person. The site was on 
second and Blondeau streets, on the brow of the hill over- 
looking the rapids, with a magnificent view of Hlinois and 
Missouri; the building material was stone and logs; the size 
20 by 30 feet, and 12 feet high. The stones for the founda- 
tion, rudely formed, were taken from the building site. T. 
Fanning, from Dubuque, owned a timber claim a few miles 
up the stream, and gave unlimited privilege of taking the 
logs. ‘Thither the priest wended his way, and with the aid 
of two or three French settlers, hewed the timber and 
rafted it to the building site. In the fatigue of the first. 
day’s labor it was found that no one had provided a hamper 
for appeasing the hunger, but fishing in the river proved 
to be good. The roof of the church was made ot clap- 
boards, and within one month the building was completed, 
and dedicated in honor of St. John the Evangelist. There 
were at this time only very few Catholics in Keokuk, and 
the Bishop, much in need of priests, recalled lather Galtier 
with an appointment to Prairie du Chien”. With that de- 
scription we can visualize Keokuk’s first church, a log struc- 
ture, under the patronge of St. John the Evangelist. 

Now to return to the question of Father Galtier’s tenure 
in Keokuk. The writer has at hand some evidence rather 
convincing him that Father Galtier was stationed there for 
a period longer than one month. That evidence will now 
be presented. 

With meticulous care Bishop Loras kept a Memoran- 
dum Book, which was in reality a daily ledger. The fol- 
lowing data, located in an abstract of that ledger by I*ather 
Kempker, and up to this time unpublished, are Uliminating: 
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In the above account of the St. John the Evangelist 
Church, Keokuk, there is contained much pertient informa- 
tion. Let us put down in tabular form just what is con- 
tained in it, 


I. Previous to May 27, 1844, Bishop Loras had paid 
$50.00 towards the acquiring of the Anderson property. The 
only reference to an Anderson family prior to 1845 1s found 
in Pen Pictures of [arly Western Days by Virginia Wilcox 
Ivins. “There were few advantages here aside from the dis- 
trict school. Meantime, | had attended one of these taught 
by Mrs. Morgan Anderson, the wife of the Sheriff, on Main 
near Vhird...”) Probably the family referred to here is the 
one from whom the Second and Blondeau property was pur- 
chased in 1844. 

2. On May 27, 1844, the sum of $370.00 was paid to 
Father Galtier for the building of the St. John the Fvan- 
gelist’ Church. 

3. Again on August 3 and 11, 1844, more money was 
expended by Bishop Loras for this enterprise. 

+. A Mr. Gildea is mentioned. Tather Kempker re 
fers to him in this way: “At Keokuk this most exemplary 
priest | lather Galtier], engaged Hl. V. Gildea to build 
the church which he superintended tn person.” 
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inclined to think that the elementary grades were meant. If 
that 1s true the probable date is 1877 when the “Select 
School” was discontinued. Larger classes likely necessi- 
tated more class rooms and consequently more teachers. In 
any event those familiar with Church I*inance will not over- 
look one likely reason for the announcement. During those 
vears only fragmentary data can be had. During the early 
eighties it was placed at 200. At the time eight Sisters were 
engaged in teaching. Il*or the later years fuller records 
are extant, which will be given presently. 

In the later history of education in Saint Peter’s Par- 
ish there are four dates of transcendant importance: 1893, . 
1902, 1904, and 1914. Briefly this is their significance. In 
1893 Saint Vincent’s became a free school for the girls of 
the parish. l*ollowing are the statistics of enrollment for 
that decade as found in Itather O’Reilly’s record: 1893, 
160: 1895, 1355 1896,/135; 1898-180): “ly 1902! a most 
fortunate change in the boys’? education was made; their 
school, that treasured gift to them in 1899, was placed in 
the hands of the Sisters of Charity. Henceforth capable 
teachers with time honored traditions and standards would 
control the destiny of the Saint Peter’s boys’ education. 
Two years later, 1904, a most logical consolidation oc- 
curred. Saint Peter’s educational system became coeduca- 
tional. I*rom that year to this, our girls and boys have re- 
ceived their education in the same class rooms at the same 
time. In the Convent the lower grades were cared for, the 
former Boys’ School having been given over to the higher 
erades and the High School Department. Indeed the 
arrangement has been a most happy one and econom- 
ical as well. Under the watchful care of the pas- 
tors, lather O’Reilly and Monsignor Gillespie, and the 
Sisters of Charity a truly wholesome condition has ever 
prevailed. Finally, 1914 is a year to be remembered. On 
June 22, 1914, Saint Peter’s High School was fully recog- 
nized by and accredited to the State of Lowa institutions of 
higher education. Since that time by strict right the gradu- 
ates of Saint Peter’s have been admitted to the state col- 
leges and university without preliminary examination. ‘The 
process of recognition begun by Sister Isabella, was) ob- 
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“The pioneer church of the village was of course 
Roman Catholic. A lot had been given on the corner of 
Blondeau and Second streets, upon which to build a church; 
meantime a house of two rooms was put up on the corner 
of the lot at the rear and here masses were said, one of 
the rooms being fitted up as a chapel, the priest diving in the 
other. Weddings were also solemnized in the small chapel, 
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one of which L attended, that of Elizabeth Hunt and Henry 
Louis |De Louis], my cousin and myself being the only 
witnesses... . 


“The lots surrounding the Church were used as a cem- 
etery. On one occasion twenty-five men were buried there 
who were killed by the explosion of the seamboat Mechanic 
in their endeavors to get off a large rock in the first chain of 
the rapids, from which circumstance it took the name of 
Mechanic rock. 
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“The priest was an elegant man, a native I*renchman, 
most zealous in his work, preaching in both [French and 
English, and was building the church with his own hands. 
[ well remember seeing him at work on the roof in hot 
July days with his long coat closely buttoned to his chin. 
My uncle and he were warm friends. He was a frequent 
visitor at our house and a most welcome guest”. 


By this time the point under discussion has been lost 
sight of perhaps: how long did Ifather Galtier remain in 
Keokuk? Not a little ight is shed on the question by the 
reminiscence just given. Close inspection of it together 
with the context makes the writer convinced that the priest 
referred to is lather Galtier. In another volume by the 
same writer titled Yesterdays, Reminiscences of Long -1go, 
the pioneer resident priest is described in this way: “He was 
a native I*renchman, a most devout man, very much be- 
loved by his parishioners and greatly respected by all the 
community. After the church was completed, or at least 
within a very short time, he returned to France...” Again 
the writer is convinced that lather Galtier is the priest 
referred to. By no means do the details given refer to 
either Father G. J. Alleman, O. P. or Father J. B.. Villars. 
Remembering that three reliable sources have been given, 
locating lather Galtier in Keokuk during the month: of 
August, 1844, and one source, a volume in reminiscent 
mood with its reference to “hot July days” and “at work 
on the roof”, the writer feels safe in taking up with the 
tradition that lather Galtier was pastor of Saint John the 
Ivangelist Church until some time in August, 1844. — 

Bringing together both ends of the discussion, we reach 
this conclusion: Father Galtier was in Keokuk from about 
May 27, 1844, until about August 11, 1844. 


The second question—the length of the time the 
Saint John the Evangelist Church was in the process of 
construction—may be disposed of more readily. Sometime 
before May 27, 1844, Bishop Loras had taken some steps 
to acquire “the Anderson house”. From May twenty-sev- 
enth to August third Father Galtier, and from August third 
to August cleventh TH. V. Gildea, a contractor, were the in- 
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struments of Bishop Loras in furthering the enterprise. In 
view of payments made to lather Galtier on May twenty- 
seventh for “building the church”, the writer feels there 
must have been a miscarriage of plans, which made it im- 
perative that Bishop Loras employ an experienced builder 
two months after lather Galtier had received those funds 
to build the church. It may well be that the church was 
under actual construction only one month, as tradition has 
it. Bishop Loras’s ledger does not indicate fully that August 
was the month. So far as funds for the enterprise were 
concerned the transaction was a completed one on August 


Il, 1844. 


Most readily may the third and last question be an- 
swered: who supplied the funds for the building of Saint 
John the Evangelist Church in 1844? Bishop  Loras’s 
ledger removes all doubt about it. That ledger, already 
quoted, gives an itemized account of this transaction. 

To conclude, Keokuk’s first Catholic Church, Saint 
John the Ivangelist, was built by Father Lucien Galtier 
and Mr. H. V. Gildea in the year 1844; from May twen- 
ty-seventh at least until August eleventh Bishop Loras was 
the source of funds. Without doubt he im turn received 
the funds from the Society for the Propagation of the 
Iaith, 


re im mnie psi i ee ot baresomes: fs 7 
| Por) oe 4) 
-tu. oe myiteanip pent Gee tiie sty ste libs ‘ole bah ay 
site ‘to yathlad of) aot about ont byilaque ondw : horswe | 
Sughd quedett ree i Dis doaud milounsir Al oth nilol ae ie 3 
Casals ragbal isd Te mode idueb He axvotiian (eee 

Moise aid? vi tuoaon bysinist or eovig Bi 
slick jthymad dilathinD wit “hylovA ‘ 
asin ge agi d radiant ad thisd HAW het ssgtins, toe “ie jad 
“newt wh ragit : e451 ey oA nablis) . a of a 


any ayn. L aor ine: taly mnt ben 
bvwagt cor a od Advols 


vil to. mene ad acd pa 


HN Pe See) ee ye ch ' ban | why iter Leyte 


. sive | ges ” 7 ee ae, Ef 
Oye MA | Wied J 0 i ae ot f by “a minh ye 
le. circa aimee us she shee Soa uty eam 
va ; J ‘ fp ey oiee Ae 3 Cape orp ams inks sa saat 
ee TART ¢ ey vie om ; i, 
vaptiun SAR eee it hd dima dd: seh § Alpe EO 
oP, ae aa Blt, Lahde Hert ie 
fF aah f ei 
> bb sh i? We " P) iA i 
7 HS operat emmy pe «oils Manatee we tea tap a li 7 “ae 


‘ ‘ hy rah iy whe 4 wh Abin ie erie) ae | 
a ‘ 42 Ari Wega 4 sthy 4 a 7 by : aT 


ing ees ne hen 
ist hh, ‘fot ai 


fpiy ys 


ay " a yi ; iy 
yt LOY | | ee Le Ae 
© i Ne eh : 
P ie: a )., 


‘ He 


a at ve iY 
Od be ise 
alt ma ee Ta 


38 


Saint John the Evangelist Parish 
Church of Keokuk, 1844-1857 


Father Villars 


fae HAVE. seen the center of interest shift from Rat 
Row to the Catholic Church. Yet, when it was 
scarcely completed, Saint John’s became cometninin like the 
overlooked guest in the parlor. To France Father Galtier, 
its builder, had gone. The church was without a resident 
pastor; the flock, without a shepherd. 

At this late date we may inquire about Father Galtier’s 
departure. Vell, to begin with, a very unpleasant and 
discouraging condition had arisen among the Half-Indians. 
Their social status was most uncertain: rejected by the In- 
dians and yet not received by the white man. lortunate 
exceptions there were—we know of a few—yet they were 
exceptions. I*or the most part, white men, some of them 
degenerate, imposed upon the Half-Indians. They 
allowed it, either because of apparent benefits received 
favors expected. Not easily would strong Catholic life 
rise out of that social condition. So, strange as it may seem, 
the very people that made Keokuk’s first priest-visitor of 
the nineteenth century linger here for a few days was very 
likely one of the contributing causes of Keokuk’s first resi- 
dent priest’s leaving twelve years later. Then, other con- 
eregations in Bishop Loras’s vast diocese were clamoring 
loudly and insistently for priests. The diocese was large 
and the priests were few. Dire need of priests elsewhere 
was another contributing cause to lather Galtier’s depar- 
ture. An occasional visit from I*ather Alleman—his circuit 
Was an extensive one—provided the only consolation ex- 
tended the Catholics here from the latter part of 1844 until 
1848. The story of his work has already been given. Now 
for his successor. 

It is 1848. A young Frenchman, Jean Baptist Villars, 
by name, had just received ordination at the hands of 
Bishop Loras. The year before, five young men—among 
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them Louis Decailly and George Reffe—had come to 
America with Father Joseph Cretin. One, Father Villars, 
is now ready to serve. Apparently his first appointment 
brought him to Keokuk. Likely it came in May or June, 
18+8. However the very earliest written record we have of 
him in Keokuk is dated March, 1849. Be that as it may, 
here is his story briefly told. 


One Srecrios or Sr, Joun tue Evancenisr Ciurcit 
JouNson AND Ninvu Srrerrs 


Soon after his coming we find him domiciled not in a 
private house he could call his own, but in a two room 
“apartment” in the Kilbourne building now occupied by the 
Keokuk Medicine Company. Later he was at home under 
the same roof with his Eucharistic Christ. It may be that 
he lived there until probably about 1855 when a rectory 
was built by him just south of, but near to, the present con- 
vent building. That building 3 is no longer in existence. A 
few. years before its destruction it was labeled “Catholic 


Boys’ Club”. 


Various sources, written and oral, tell of Father Vil- 
lars’ work. A missionary character, for instance, is dis- 
closed by his baptismal register. “Vhe year 1849 witnessed 
his presence “three miles from Francisville? We recog- 
nize the locality today as Saint Francisville, Missourt. 
ddyville, a town near Ottumwa, was visited by him the 
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same year. And at Ottumwa the first church, a small brick 
one, could claim him for its builder. In Keokuk, he seems 

; have been busily engaged during the first few years of 
his pastorate. The number of Baptisms would indicate a 
rather thriving parish for the early days. One hundred 
and one baptisms for the period April, 1849, to September, 
1852, are recorded. Then, too, in the first few years of his 
pastorate Father Villars placed several additions to the 
original Saint John’s. All of them were of frame construc- 
tion. But no other material improvements in the parochial 
plant can be pointed out during the rest of the period. 
Absorption in the success of the Visitation Sisters made 
parochial progress secondary it seems. The “wooden” age 
for the Catholic church in Keokuk lasted until late in 1856. 
It may be said to have Jasted too long. Certainly Bishop 
oras thought so. 


Really the period in which Saint John’s was the only 
Catholic parish cannot be spoken of as a progressive one; at 
least not for the parish. An elongated wooden stucture was 
not in keeping with the traditional dignity of the Catholic 
Church in a community that could number a fairly large 
body of Catholics. Plainly the Catholic church in Keokuk 


was lageing. A change had to come. It was inevitable. 
The historic Saint John’s went. The lirst Saint Peter’s 
came, 


Once the new church was erected, the old one rapidly 
became an historical memory. Not all is clear about its sub- 
sequent history. Probably in 1857 it was still in use. The 
Keokuk City Directory for 1857 mentioned Saint John’s as 
a place of Catholic worship. “It still fought on, nor knew 
that it was dead”. Its dissolution must have come soon 
after. At least one addition was moved to the southwest- 
ern corner of Ninth and Johnson streets. There it was used 
for Church socials, catechism classes, and for the Laving 
Rosary meetings. (The Rosary Society was founded: in 
Keokuk by Bishop Loras in 1857). Later it became an or- 
dinary dwelling house--and at times a not very graceful 
one at that. “Vhat old structure whose walls carry an echo 
of the promise of marriage of many an “elite affair? in the 
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early I*rench days is now a derelict, a “res nullius” so far as 
the Catholic Church is concerned. Our Lord’s words, though 
they do not demand much, can scarcely be applied: Gather 
up the fragments, lest they be lost. Because of a much 
changed appearance only an honorable destruction awaits it. 
Vo do that would be making a fine act of faith. We do not 
like to see a holy thing, especially one that held the august 
presence of Christ, revert to secular uses. 
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The First Saint Peter’s 
Father Edmonds 


ISHOP LORAS was visibly distressed that a fine 

progress did not attend the advancing years of Cathol- 
icity in Keokuk. I*rom his failing hand $2600 in gold was 
given to I*ather William Emonds in 1856. “We have 
nothing in Keokuk,” the Bishop sadly remarked at the time. 
“Go and redeem the property and build a Church”, he 
added. “Phese directions Itather Emonds followed, but it 
was too late. he property had gone beyond recall: Ouee 
more the diocese had to start the upbuilding of the Cath- 
olic Church in Keokuk. 

Near Tenth and Exchange streets a new location was 
chosen for the I*irst Saint Peter’s. Bishop Loras gave his 
approval. Irom that moment the project was a destined 
reality. Excavations were made; building operations, be- 
gun. On April 20, 1856, a corner-stone bearing this in- 
scription was iced “Rt. Rev. Matth..Loras, D: D;, First 
R. Catholic Bishop of Dubuque laid this Stone on the 20th 
of April A. D. 1856”. Well might Bishop Loras’s name 
have appeared for, as a study of his ledger reveals, $2,- 
794.43 was paid by him to further the enterprise. The 
writer feels certain that the $2600 in gold referred to above 
was included in that amount. T*ather Emonds 1s authority 
for the statement that the I*irst Saint Peter’s cost about 
$5,000. Evidently that amount, less the Loras contribu- 
tion, was supplied by the parish. Ability to pay on the part 
of the parish must have been had, for in 1857 its number of 
families was large. 

Completed the First Saint Peter’s measured thirty- 
four feet in width by seventy feet in length. Pioneers tell 
us there was a balcony along both sides of the church. It 
was located on the Jot where now stands the Chester Schou- 
ten home. In 1856 the property to the west of that lot 
was Vacant as the accompanying photograph reveals. 

Before long—within the space of two years—an adadt- 
tion had to be built. “Phat was done by Father George 
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Reffe, successor to lather Emonds. The latter had gone to 
europe with the hope of regaining his health. The photo- 
graph of the First Saint Peter’s makes plain the addition. 
It was built on both sides of the original structure at the 
rear. The corner stone, still extant, gives this information: 
“Addition erected under Right Rev. C. Smith by Rev. J. G. 
Reffe, 1858”. 

Only a hurried word will be said in this place about 
the other building, located east of the church. Built by 
lather Louis Decailly (a nephew of Bishop Loras) in 
1863 at a cost of from six to seven thousand dollars, that 
two story, brick structure was originally intended for a 
Boys’? School to be conducted by the Christian Brothers. 
Then as now it was extremely difficult to induce the Broth- 
ers to accept new missions. [father Decailly failed. In 
another section the share of that building in Catholic Edu- 
cation will be touched upon. Briefly in this place it may be 
said that its history includes at least three uses: Education, 
priests? home, and club rooms. 
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The Visitations 


ERTAINLY religious consecration makes possible the 

the most generous impulses. If it does not, the pres- 
ence in Keokuk of the Visitation Sisters cannot be ade- 
quately explained. Appeals from Bishop Loras and lather 
Villars had reached a convent at Montuel in lrance. They 
could not be refused. Whether it was solely a deep religious 
sense that inspired their coming to Keokuk or that together 
with romantic high hearts visioning a chivalrous, herotc, and 
perhaps picasa, service on the “foreign mission”, a con- 
secration to the full was made by three l*rench Visitations in 
1852. Vhey ventured forth from the security and comforts 
of well established convent life into a lot the destiny of 
which only God Himself knew. At Saint Louis three other 
Visitations, well versed in the English language, joined them. 
How novel a scene was presented to the curious as that lit- 
tle band—six strangely clad women—wended their way to 
that newly found home on Seventh street. Once before 
strange, even fantastic, images filled the retinas of pioneer 
eyes. On the side of the bluffs from Main to Timea streets 
were drawn fantastic pictures of men, presumably by the 
mound-builders ages before. The pioneers saw and remem- 
bered them. Now as flesh and blood appeared clothed i 
strange garments the old scenes must have been called oe 
The cynosure of all eyes our first nuns must have been. It 
is 1852 and the Visitations are in Keokuk to make the first 
efforts in Catholic education. 

A “little yellow building” close to and just south of 
the present convent received their tired spirits. It became 
their first convent home. Then and there a life of sacrifice 
began. Up to this time they could look forward with ex- 
pectancy. Now the dread reality had come. ‘Vhat was their 
destiny when they accepted the “foreign mission” call. 

Before long the need of eo quarters Was apparent, 
Knergetically the project of a new convent was. started. 


This we know from several sources. Iirst, the Bishop of 
Belley in Irance, the Visitations? first protector, advanced 
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2,000 francs. He also wrote to the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Faith about the needs of the Keokuk mission. 
Secondly, Bishop Loras was appealed to by Father Villars. 
Here is an excerpt of his letter, dated March 22, 1854. 
“Within a radius of about 100 leagues (300 miles), sur- 
rounded by a population of 200,000 souls of all religions, 
with 15 to 20,000 Catholics, there is not a single school 
held by Sisters, except ours at Keokuk opened on the first 
of September, 1853. | Bishop Loras here added: “With 
the exception of that of the Sisters of Dubuque” |. 


“Your Highness |meaning Bishop Loras| has given 
them-ground evaluated at 8 to 10,000 francs but we have 
had to build a house to lodge 10 or 12 Sisters and 150 or 
200 pupils, Protestants and Catholics from the city and 
suburbs. As everything is at high price, especially manual 
work, the money put to our disposition is far from being 
seficiens for soursaceds¥ \/Po. thar Letrer Bishop Loras ap- 
pended this approval. “Kindly take into consideration the 
demand of Mr. L?Abbe Villars in favor of his new com- 
munity of the Ladies of the Visitation in Keokuk”. Space 
at our disposal does not permit reproduction of other letters 
in our possession. Suffice here to say, the appeals were not 
without effect. An account of Bishop Loras’s help has been 
left us. 


“1853 Keokuk Convent 
August 10 Given 18 town lots worth at least... $1200.00 
DRnEe Gets oe ee nig ee eee 8.00 
23 Paid a debt of M. Villars to M. Trevis 190.00 
June 9 Paid in full $500 at 10% 2 years.-.. 600.00 
SS ry Poem gas a  $1998:00 


The Bishop of Belley contributed 2000 francs. “The 
Catholics of Keokuk generously helped out also as we learn 
from Father Villars’? 1854 letter: “Our Catholics of Keo- 
kuk, although very poor, have generously contributed to 
this work the extraordin: wy sum of 6000 francs, not in- 
cluding many gifts of goods of all sorts”. And so the 
southern half of the present Convent was built. A writer 
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of 1856 described it as a three-story structure, eighty-five 
by thirty-fve feet in dimensions. 


THE EDUCATIONAL WORK OF THE 
VISITATIONS. 

‘or the first year which began September 1, 1853, the 
following is the story. “They |the Visitations] could only 
receive 30 pupils, § of whom are Protestants, and they have 
been obliged to teach in a room where there are 8 beds. 
One of the Sisters has been obliged to he down on the floor. 
All the other demands are inevitably refused until we can 
vo into the new house”. So wrote Father Villars, March 
22, 1854. In order to hasten our story, we shall quote a 
source belonging to the year 1865. “The number of schol- 
ars entered in the academic part of the convent since it first 
started has been in all between 7 and 800 of all denomina- 
tions, Who, while taught the ordinary duties and graces of 
Christians, will bear witness that their religious belief has 
never been tampered with by their teachers. The ‘Aca- 
demic part of the Convent was the “Select School”. It was 
uw boarding and day school, supported by tuition, and sepa- 
rate from the “Common School”. About the latter the 
same source, 1856, tells us. “Besides their ordinary duties 
as teachers in the convent, the Sisters for six years had 
charge of the Catholic Benevolent School of this city, dur- 
ing which time between one and two hundred children of 
the laboring class received without charge a good common 
school education”. During the period 1852-1864 the num- 
ber of Visitation Sisters increased from six to thirty-one. 
The writer would like to add much more information about 
that first Catholic educational venture in Keokuk, but space 
simply does not permit. Here are the pertinent facts. “Phe 
Visitations came to Keokuk in 1852. On September 1, 1853, 
in the “little yellow building” their school opened. Until 
1864 a fine progress attended their efforts. A Select School 
(both boarding and day) and a Catholic Benevolent School 
comprised their educational endeavors. Now a word about 
the history of the Visitations subsequent to 1864. 

In 1864 a new enterprise was initiated by the Visita- 
tions. We shall have to be brief about it. Vhey started 
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the erection of a new convent on Timea Street between 
Sixth and Seventh streets. On July 6, 1864, the corner- 
stone was laid, with the Honorable D. T°. Miller as the 
speaker. Here are just a few specifications of many that 
the writer has. The authority for them is a contempo- 
raneous account. “The chapel was to be built of brown lime- 
stone and would measure 100 feet by 60 feet. A tower 
250) feet in height would surmount everything else and 
catch the eye of visitors to Keokuk. Provision was made 
for two stories and “battlements to be extended along its 
roof, so that at times it may be used for an astronomical 
observatory”. An ambitious plan! But alas, untoward 
happenings marred the venture. Bishop Clement Smyth 
considered it a “temple of folly”. Before long the ideal- 
istic Venture of the Visitations came to an end. The gen- 
erous impulses of the foundation with all the sacrifice and 
chivalry and romance involved ended abruptly most likely 
in 1866. Their convent home, the first Catholic educational 
institution in Keokuk passed, pioneers tell us, into the hands 
of the Presbyterians... lather Decailly was not ashamed to 
weep over it. Because of his entreaties fifty men walked 
up the aisle of the First Saint Peter’s church pledging 
twenty-five dollars each for its redemption. Bishop Loras 
in heaven must have rejoiced. About then years before he 
sent $2600 in gold to Keokuk to redeem church property. 
And he failed. This time all is saved. Within two years 
another religious order, most dear to the parishioners of 
Saint Peter’s, will bless that same convent with their pres- 
ence. That order of Sisters is still carrying the educational 
burden in the parish—the Sisters of Charity of Saint Vin- 
cent de Paul. But before their story comes the one of edu~ 
cational endeavors at the lirst Saint Peter’s. 
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The Beginning of Education at 
the First Saint Peter's 


T CANNOT be said with a consciousness of full cer- 

tainty just when education in the [irst Saint Peter’s 
started. Records are not in existence and pioneer accounts 
are not exact. lather Kempker wrote that the first pastor, 
lkather Emonds, taught school here. In this connection it 
should be remembered that only the church with an unfin- 
ished basement: was in existence then—1856. Perhaps, 
though, he held school in the body of the church proper. 

Then came lather Reffe as pastor during 1857 and 
1858. It was he who completed the basement. Likely, 
then, school was held during his pastorate. At this jun- 
ture We approach historical certainty. In 1859 there actu- 
ally was-a school in the Iirst Saint Peter’s. The follow- 
ing notice takes the question out of the realm of probabil- 
ities. “St. Peter’s School, Northeast corner Ixchange and 
Tenth, Charles Buckingham, teacher”. Tor how long a 
period Charles Buckingham remained or what layman or 
lay woman succeeded him at Saint Peter’s is. not known, 
The next sure data about Catholic Mducation there bring us 
to the period of the Notre Dame Sisters. A separate see- 
tion now follows on their educational efforts in the early 
SINTICS. 
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The School Sisters of Notre 


Dame 
pee PAROCHIAL. school of the First Saint Peter’s 


was placed in charge of the Notre Dame Sisters on 
October 24, 1861. Tather Decailly, pastor there from 1858 
to 1868, had become acquainted with those Sisters at Tort 
Madison. He had observed their work. An ardent wish 
to obtain Notre Dame Sisters then and there took hold of 
him. 


In order to be assured of a favorable reply to his re- 
quest for Sisters he approached the local Superior at [ort 
Madison as to the best plan of procedure. “Oh, Reverend 
leather”, she answered, “tell Mother Caroline that your 
children are poor and very neglected, and you may be cer- 


Usrep as Norre Dame StsrErs Convent 
607 EXxcHANGE STREET 


tain your request will be granted”. That advice lather 
Decailly followed. Phe petition was granted. 

Vhree Sisters made the beginning with one hundred 
children distributed in three classrooms. ‘These rooms, as 
also the ones alloted to the Sisters as a place of residence, 
were in the basement of the Tirst Saint Peter’s. Sister 
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Mary Augustine was the Superior of the new foundation, 
assisted by Sister Sophia and Sister Innocence. Later in the 
year (1861) their number was augmented by a candidate, 
Mary Myler. At the end of the scholastic year, 1862, 
Sister Sophia and Innocence were called to Milwaukee and 
in September they were replaced on the teaching staff by 
Sisters Bertha and Mary Capistram, respectively. By this 
time—the September of 1862—the number of pupils had 
so increased that it was found necessary to open a fourth 
room. This necessitated the removal of the Sisters to a home 
on Exchange Street near Sixth. A photograph of that house 
is here given. But in September, 1863, the new school 
building (just east of the church) having been completed, 
the Sisters were transferred to it, occupying as a dwelling 
place, strange to say, the garret and basement. 


Paring Drcar.y 


lor three years everything went well. The school 
flourished; parish, pupils, and sisters were content with the 
work and the conditions under which it was carried on. A 
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Common School education, presumably of eight grades or 
their equivalent, was being imparted. Then a change came. 
Father Decailly insisted that a high school for girls be 
opened. Such a procedure the Notre Dame Sisters felt 
would be detrimental to the Visitations who were conduct- 
ing such a school and had conducted one for many years. 
As a consequence the Notre Dame Sisters were withdrawn to 
their Motherhouse. 

Three years at Saint Peter’s—I1861 to 1864—and yet 
those Sisters are well remembered in Saint Peter’s today. 
Pioneers speak of untoward happenings. Although there 
has been maintained a certain equilibrium in the various 
changes of this kind, yet the writer feels that the boys of 
Saint Peter’s Parish were, in this one change involving re- 
moval, robbed of a precious heritage that might well have 
been theirs: the receiving of an education at the hands of 
learned, pious, consecrated women. Not until 1902 will 
the boys of Saint Peter’s be again privileged to learn by 
word and action the full import of a Catholic Hducation. 
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Later Education at Saint Peter’s 
1864-1899 


APPY, indeed, would the writer feel could he here 
present an orderly historical account of later educa- 

tion at the Ivirst Saint Peter’s. Without a doubt such a 
presentation would call up from the past a fine chapter in 
the history of Catholic education in this parish. Better still, | 
it would bespeak the fulfillment in actual life of the Lay 
Apostolate in one of its finest forms: instructing boys on the 
verge of manhood in the ways of God. But, alas, our 
knowledge is fragmentary. And not always ts it based on 
contemporaneous accounts, for we have had to rest content 
with “word of mouth” recitals. Such information, though 
precious, does not always evidence the fullest accuracy. 
Then our story will be only a catalog of names, but names 
that should not be lost to posterity. They should be en- 
shrined in our memories as great benefactors to education 
at a time when education was not as generally diffused as 
now. 

After the Notre Dame Sisters were withdrawn from 
Saint Peter’s in 1864, lay women apparently took up the 
work where those consecrated hands left it. The names of 
three young women—Mliss Logan, Miss Myers, and Mliss 
Sarah Batty (a convert )—have come down to us from that 
period. The school’s success must not have been an indif- 
ferent one, since, as the Catholic Directory for 1870 informs 
us, there were three lay teachers instructing 180 pupils. 

If we may judge from a notice of 1876 Saint Peter’s 
Parish made quite an “advance” about that time. A cer- 
tain Jerome M. Campbell, A. M., was then conducting a 
“Classical Academy” for pupils desiring to enter a “Select 
School”. Quite formidable, too, was the course of studies 
offered by him, embracing “Latin, Greek, Irench, German, 
and Phonography”. We know that it was a Saint Peter’s 
institution for plainly the word was given that “pupils will 
present themselves for examination and classification at the 
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School adjoining St. Peter’s Catholic Church”. Those who 
remember it say that it was a rather short lived venture. 
At the same time that fine old democratic institution 
of those days, the Common School, was in existence. This 
we know from the Catholic Directory of that year. One of 
the teachers about that time was Miss (“Sis”) Rellihan. | It 
seems likely that the Rellihans had conducted a private 
school before 1876. Matt Phelan was another teacher of 
the late seventies. During the school year 1877-1878 Miss 
Ellen Daugherty and Miss Rose Cosgrove, both of 
Dubuque, conducted school for Father O’Rielly. Records 
show that those two teachers made their home with Mrs. 
Mary McNamara. [or that year the writer has a list of 
the students. He thinks that the list carries enough interest 
at this time to reproduce it here in full. Vhe names of 
many of the stalwart fathers of the parish today will be 
recognized. Other names will be interesting for other 
reasons. Here is the student roll call for 1877-1878 at 
Saint Peter’s: Richard Morrissy, John Grifhth, James Gro- 
gan, Thomas Ward, James Conners, Patrick litzgerald, 
Martin McGinty, John Burk, John Gray, John linnerty, 
John MeAndrew, John oie John Dunn, James Dun- 
nigan, John O’ Keeffe, James O Keeffe, Stephen O’Keefe, 
Martin I*oley, Charles McDowel, Willie Lafeber, Patrick 
Brennan, H. Bermingham, P. Rellahan, James Mckvatt, 
Charles McNamara, Michael McGrath, Thomas McNam- 
ara, James Brennan, Bernard Deiling, Nicholas Wieringa, 
James Brerton, Willie Loftis, John Lateber, John Burns, 
Robert I*ruin, James Alton, John Powers, I’elix Kelly, 
Anthony Carroll, Simon Walsh, Michael O?Sullivan, 
Thomas Dolan, James Rochford, Patrick Walsh, Joseph 
Walte, James Kilker, Wilhe Thompson, Thomas TVigue, 
Willie Graly, Michael Cunniff, James Fruin, John McDer- 
mott, Matthew Gavin, Thomas Torpey, Eugene Kilker, 
Michael Canty, Thomas Canty, Joseph Alton, Daniel Har- 
rington, James Harrington, Dennis Harrington, and Jere- 
miah Harrington. Incidentally the monthly tuition charge 
was then one dollar and fifty cents. The writer knows of 
one student who did not pay his tuition in cash. (He. has 
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been paying ever since however). The old bell which rested 
between the church and the priests’ rectory was rung reg- 
ularly for his schooling. 

lollowing Miss Daugherty and Miss Cosgrove as 
teachers at the I irst Saint Peter’s were the following in - 
order: Miss Connelly, Miss O’Shea, John ‘T. Powers, 
Thomas Conroy (the writer’s god father), and Miss Jose- 
phine Gorman of Dubuque. And so ends our fragmentary 
information on Catholic Education for boys at the First 
Sunt Peter’s from 1864 to 1899. Once more the center of 
interest has shifted. In 1898 the finest parochial school then 
in lowa was ereeted for the boys of Saint Peter’s Parish. 


IN THE NEMS SAINT PETERS SCHOOL 

When the new St. Peter’s School was ready in 1899 
there were three teachers employed for the teaching of 
boys. Uhey were Miss Gorman, Miss Mary FE. Connelly, 
and Miss Ida McCarthy. Miss Connelly remained only 
one year in the new school. Here ts the teaching staff for 
about that time: Minims and first two grades, the Sisters of 
Charity; third and fourth. grades, Miss Ida McCarthy; 
hfth and sixth, Miss Gorman; the eighth and ninth (at 
least nine grades in the school), Miss Connelly. Kate Col- 
lins of Keokuk taught for one year. “Phen came Miss Gor- 
man’s sister, Katherine, who taught for two years. Then 
in 1902 the Sisters of Charity took over the boys’ school, 
and for two years conducted it as a separate institution from 
St. Vincent’s. “Uhis arrangement making for the Sister’s 
teaching of boys was a more economical one for the Sisters 
in those days received a salary of $20.00 per month, whereas 
the lay teachers had received from $50.00 to $65.00. per 
month. ‘he Boys’ School was called the “Church School”, 
likely to distinguish it from the Convent. Boys in those 
days were taught along with other subjects, Algebra, 
Geometry, and History. lormer teachers assure us that 
the school did some work pertaining to the Ninth and 
‘Tenth grades. Since 1893 the Boy’s School had been sup- 
ported by a school fund of the parish. In other words at 
that date it became a tree school, 


er ae NR 


yniwollo 

4) ti gawollel, sdatnow @ ea Mm 
 yetowod oT adel pn wit, alleunod will ~: 
we), -peal eve, fo, Kener 9 “votive oft) gore 


on swe) wilt ike 


etniayient wo zbas oe bah .stipduCl to fina sstsirtey 


Ta ody on ayad. wot nonsubl yiledss no neitveriotni 


to wits add sort sn) CPRb oF 4084 ciort AO nin 


tine “ne tent, Aniebrrney decom auld WORE val Leavis end Pores 


nisin er E tat ‘Wy ven hla bars enw wuol i 


(ie 


4001 De i RN re TAKE WI AA HY “I 


S G86 ni ybist dew loodad ero | We woe ‘ott a: cH 


to -gnidsgar ot Sot Loyobepns” erottned avid 4 beh | 
(Hoan A pakt ile aintiniod 2iht, grow ont epud 
(ise berisnet (Mound wilt yaa Joty bi all bau: 
wt Thyt yaidonst adi zi cH loodwe won oda at iney ono 
to erie oda oberg od gait bas aminilt 5 :9(nid inet sugds: 
ved Dol RT il wobetg” draiot bia’ tit: ord 
~ han bas didyts silt phere) eeiff she Be fons: cl ftit 
“lo vie flonan il) leodoe ort af 2uber§ oitin tent 
100 iM ote voll sevy sao wl tdguet AuAOIA te anil 
trot ase ow tot idgukt ddw nied ome “ase 
jlourise “eyod 9A? tov dood ‘Tine D Yo cooeit ud fnel wi 


“e got} HOUTEN wiry es ent bamubies ete owt wot bas 
hep. odt tet gaddyan insersgagrm ail Zn 22 
‘evi att vat sno! inom, vtore © nw aod Yo yiirtones 


acrid diners rep KOC to wislne 9 bovivw eel yeu it 
oyaq UH 208 01 10,024 mot boveost bed evyrtonst | wl odd 
“loode® dyad 2” ott Lollis enw loodet ‘eyo of T dno 
stasis wi eyed anyvno odd coort 1 deiuguitily di ¥lodil 
wg ehuidue whe diiw gholk idgun sew ep 
WAY ay ormees wrodonst veo promi bon “evemuss) 
bis dni st on yiiatntq arrow sreiee bil deere oft 
~qise oud bed foudot eyott ott L021 some woh dia T 
te: ahr veh why eprennces att bo Lavt loonie i yd barog — 


HY honey el aera tint nealeneanea tet _ 


ad 


The Sisters of Charity 


NE; of the finest tributes ever tendered the Sisters of 
Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul came from Bishop 

Loras, one of God’s noblemen who had the insight of the 
saint. “Since Divine Providence has entrusted me with the 
admunistration of the Diocese of Dubuque”, reads his letter 
of May 20, 1843, “I have always had the desire of admit- 
ting into it your excellent Sisters... . Be so kind, Respected 
Mother, as to let me know if you can give me some of your 
Sisters Whom | might accompany myself to Dubuque... . 
In the expectation “of a favorable reply I recommend you 
and all your community to God Almighty”. That petition 
is but a duplicate of the one made by Bishop Loras on June 
5, 1839. How fortunate, we feel, would have been. the 
Church here in our commonwealth if only acceptance had 
come at that time, Well, at least it was a high honor for 
our Sisters to be invited first or among the first. 

Bishop Loras’s entreaties were answered, but not dur- 
ing his life time. September 21, 1867, was the day of tri- 
umph. By Father Louis Decailly, a nephew of Bishop 
Loras, the word was received. As a matter of fact his oft 
repeated appeals effected in large part the acceptance. Had 
he rendered to Saint Peter’s no service other than that, a 
grateful parish should enshrine him in hallowed memory. 

In 1867 then, the first group of Sisters of Charity came 
to Saint Peter’s. Sister Gertrude Balfe was the Superior, or 
as the Daughters of humble Saint Vincent have it “Sister 
Servant, For companions, Sister Kenny, Sister Lutz, and 
Sister Fox were given her. To the Visitation Convent, built 
In 1854, and the “little yellow building” they came. Both 
were used by the Sisters, as we shall see later. The Convent 
as we know it today (in its larger dimensions), was not 
built until the “little yellow building” had been destroyed 
by fire. 

Unfortunately only a hurried panoramic view of the 
thrice blessed work of the Sisters of Charity can here be 
given. On matters of major importance at least, the writer 
would like to touch accurately. First, so far as records and 
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oral accounts inform us, the education of our parish girls 
since 1867 has been in the trusted keeping of the Sisters of 
Charity. Not always however, was it carried on under con- 
ditions like those prevailing today. Time was when two 
separate schools, having separate class rooms, were con- 
ducted by the Sisters. That was in the early years, say 
from 1867 until 1877. The parish girls went -to school 
during that period, first in the “little yellow building” and 
later in rooms of the Convent distinct from those of the 
“Select School”. Soon after l'ather O’Reilly’s coming the 
change was made. The “Select School” was discontinued; 
all the students of Saint Vincents in a given grade were 
taught in the same class and by the same Sister. 

Secondly, from the very beginning the Sisters of Char- 
ity conducted a school for the parish boys under twelve 
years of age. Evidently, too, that section of Saint Vincent’s 
had some direct connection with the parish. l*or in Sep- 
tember, 1874, I*ather Trevis had to negotiate a loan to pre- 
pare new quarters or to remodel the old. About $650.00 
Was spent on that project. The items listed by him carry 
some interest at this time: two oak stoves, $45.50; 64 double 
desks, (this would indicate a rather large enrollment), 
$288.00; two black boards, $15.00. Further, Tather 
Trevis’s hand writing informs us that “the things noted 
above, also for painting, plastering, carpenter work, lumber, 
etc.” totaled $650.00. 

Thirdly, “Saint Vincent’s Female Boarding and Day 
School” was an institution advertised for some years. Ap- 
parently it became about the middle seventies a Boarding 
School in the fullest sense of the term. 

lourthly, the “Select School? was discontinued in 
1877. Perhaps the following important announcement 
pertains to that year. “The Sisters have come to the con- 
clusion of establishing a grade in their school or making it a 
graded school after the most approved and improved plan— 
thereby giving four grades to the school instead of two 
which were had before, that is, four teachers are now doing 
the work which two used to do”. Phat progressive step 
was announced by lather O’ Reilly from the pulpit. When 
it was taken we do not know with certainty. “Phe writer is 
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inclined to think that the elementary grades were meant. If 
that 1s true the probable date is 1877 when the “Select 
School” was discontinued. Larger classes likely necessi- 
tated more class rooms and consequently more teachers. In 
any event those familiar with Church Finance will not over- 
look one likely reason for the announcement. During those 
years only fragmentary data can be had. During the early 
eighties it was placed at 200. At the time eight Sisters were 
engaged in teaching. I*or the later years fuller records 
are extant, which will be given presently. 

In the later history of education in Saint Peter’s Par- 
ish there are four dates of transcendant importance: 1893, 
1902, 1904, and 1914. Briefly this is their significance. In 
1893 Saint Vincent’s became a free school for the girls of 
the parish. lollowing are the statistics of enrollment for 
that decade as found in lather O’Reilly’s record: 1893, 
160; 1395, 1355 1896, 135; 1898, 180; In-1902- a most 
fortunate change in the boys’ education was made; their 
school, that treasured gift to them in 1899, was placed in 
the hands of the Sisters of Charity. Henceforth capable 
teachers with time honored traditions and standards would 
control the destiny of the Saint Peter’s boys’ education. 
Two years later, 1904, a most logical consolidation oc- 
curred. Saint Peter’s educational system became coeduca- 
tional. I*rom that year to this, our girls and boys have re- 
ceived their education in the same class rooms at the same 
time. In the Convent the lower grades were cared for, the 
former Boys’? School having been given over to the higher 
grades and the High School Department. Indeed the 
arrangement has been a most happy one and econom- 
ical as well. Under the watehful care of the pas- 
tors, lather O’Reilly and Monsignor Gillespie, and the 
Sisters of Charity a truly wholesome condition has ever 
prevailed. Finally, 1914 is a year to be remembered. On 
June 22, 1914, Saint Peter’s High School was fully recog- 
nized by and accredited to the State of Lowa institutions of 
higher education. Since that time by strict right the gradu- 
ates of Saint Peter’s have been admitted to the state col- 
leges and university without preliminary examination. ‘Vhe 
process of recognition begun by Sister Isabella, was  ob- 
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tained by our Sisters with the loyal, substantial help of 
Monsignor Gillespie. 

Such is the resume, in very sketchy form, of the edu- 
cational efforts and progress of the Sisters of Charity 
Saint Peter’s Parish. Nothing has been written here of 
their patient toil, of their whole souled persevering efforts, 
of their splendid charity in this mission that must be quite 
as dear to the Sisters as they are to the people of this parish. 
The writer is not able to pen a worthy tribute to them. A 
personal commentary by every member of Saint Peter’s 
would be much more meaningful. Nor is there need for 
profuse eulogy. We should like to think that the relation- 
ship, one of love and loyalty, is akin to that existing: be- 
tween mother and child. That relationship is the most 
wholesome this world knows. It is so obvious that profes- 
sions are not at all needed to make it known or to instill 
confidence. There is a genuine compliment involved in the 
actions of those who take for granted our love and loyalty. 
In Saint Peter’s certainly the Sisters of Charity are taken 
for granted. We can well imagine the removal from Saint 
Peter’s of the most firmly rooted family of the parish. 
Never, though, would the homestead of the Sisters of 
Charity seem faiiar yaulese these kindly presence filled it. 
In a word, Saint Peter’s feels that their record is clothed 
in glory. May that radiant center of education in Saint 
Peter’s ever cast a glow over the lives of the little ones of 
our parish. 


THE SISTER SERVANTS AT SAINT PETER’S 
186/—1929 


Sister Gertrude Balfe . 7 1867-1881 
Sister Loretto Vaughan.) 00.74... . 1881-1891 
Sister’ Clarisse Bresnahan...) . . vr. . 1891-1898 
Sister: Irene, Malonege a. ot <. PBRRST 906 
Suter Isibella~ McCarthy...” ... , 1906-1910 
Sister Ivelicita Iarrélly. ooo. L910-1911 
Sister Margaret Garvey 1911-1914 
Sister Loretto Vobin. . 1914-1920 
Sister Madeleine Morris... .. 1920-1927 


Sister Tgnatia Browne 1927- 
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Sarin Pierer’s Cuercu 
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St. Peter’s Church and School 


Hk. BUILDING of Saint Peter’s Church was a rather 

long, drawn out enterprise. As early as 1872 lather 
Andrew Trevis purchased the church lots on Ninth and 
Bank streets. According to his record $2,600 was the pur- 
chase price of the property. A rather modest fee of ten 
dollars was paid the law firm of Miller and McCrary for 
services in the transaction. By December 7, 1872, an 
amount slightly over $1,350 was paid by the parish. I*rom 
the following promise it is seen that the parish was as sert- 


era bad bidl saa as ah atts Make 


Parner PRrevis Farner Heer 
1872-1874 AS HE APPEARED WHILE SERVING 
Savy Prrer’s, (872-1874 


ous about paying for the property as about acquiring at. 
“We whose names are hereto attiched in this book, do bind 
ourselves to pay the amount opposite these our names for 
the purpose of buying the three lots situated on the hill, 
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corner of Ninth and Bank streets, presently the property of 
Colonel Perry, in the City of Keokuk, Lee County, lowa, 
the purchase to be for the special benefit of the St. Peter’s 
Roman Catholic Congregation of the same city of Keokuk, 
said amount to be paid to Rev. A. Trevis or his agent in two 
installments, the first half on the 21st of September, 1872, 
and the second half the first day of December, 1872”. 

Briefly this is the rest of the story. By 1878 I*ather 
OReilly had plans in hand for the magnificent Gothic 
church. Johann Dillenberg of Chicago, the designer of 
many Churches in lowa, was the architect. Excavations 
were started in 1879. By 1881 work had advanced suf- 
ficiently to lay the corner-stone with this inscription: “This 
Stone Was Laid June 12, 1881. Re. Rev. John Hennessy 
Being Bishop of Dubuque”. On January 26, 1881, con- 
tracts were let for the floor, window frames, etc. The 
writer’s father sorted at Carson-Rand’s the lumber that 
went into the church. The wide-board flooring that was 
used in the church may not be in style today. It was in 
style then and in good style, too. Then old Patrick Tigue 
(we remember him well) furnished the limestone. James 
MeNamara supphed the lime; John Spaan, the brick; H. 
H. Gilliam, the sand. Besides there was an order to J. C. 
Bentley for 560,000 hard brick. Not until 1884 was the 
contract let for the fresco work. It cost $1,100. The above 
is some information—by no means complete, however— 
that a lovely generation of Catholic people (not all of them 
are with us today) will appreciate. Thanks to them and to 
that inspired an inspiring man of God, rather O?Reilly, for 
the beautiful and serviceable parish church they left as an 
inheritance to us. 

Truly is Saint Peter’s Church one of Father O’Reilly’s 
achievements. Hopes germinated upon his arrival in 1876; 
they blossomed into a plan in 1878; and they became a 
reality in the 1881-1886 period. Ours are both the picture 
here given and the reality—a holy place, a solace for our 
tired, and sometimes crushed, hearts, a church whose steps 
are being worn thin by the comings and goings of a devout 
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people who feel they need God and His blessed church, 
dear old Saint Peter’s. 

Unfortunately detailed figures cannot be given for the 
building of Saint Peter School, Ninth and ‘Timea streets. 
George D. Rand donated the lots tor that Father O’Reilly 
enterprise. We know too that work was started in 1898 
and that by September, 1899, the Saint, Peter’s Parochial 
School was ready for the boys of the parish. Solely for 
them until September, 1904, it was used. [t was lather 
OO Reilly’s gift to the boys he loved. In other sections of 
this sketch supplementary information is given about the 
educational system of Saint Peter’s during the period 1899- 
eras ; 


At this late date an accurate statement of the total cost 
of these two buildings cannot be given.  lfragmentary rec- 
ords are extant, as, for instance, of the payment. of 
$2,053.63 to the Carson-Rand Company up to December 
5, 1883. But such records are fragmentary. Likely the 
best estimate of the cost of the church may be gathered 
from this fact that rather O'Reilly negotiated with Thomas 
Connolly of Dubuque five loans totaling $34,705. 9 Por 
Saint Peter’s School loans totaling $22,021.27 were made. 
The writer does not put forward those amounts as the total 
cost of these two buildings. hey are merely given as in- 
dications of the cost, since more accurate information is not 
had. \ conservative estimate of the total value of the en- 
tire Saint Peter’s Parish property is placed at $200,000. by: 
Monsignor Gillespie. 
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Father O'Reilly 


HE EDUCATOR! Yes, historically that should be 

the first word in a sketch of that well remembered 
pastor of Saint Peter’s. . In that field he was far ahead of 
his time, outdistancing all his rivals. The writer has. in his 
keeping some interesting documents dear to him and telling 
in their evidence. One of them, for instance, bespeaks 
plainly lather O’Reilly’s claim as a pioneer Catholic edu- 
cator. It is entitled: “Constitution of the Catholic Pay and 
I'ree School Association of the City of Dubuque. Estab- 
lished March 15th, A. D., 1868”. That document carries 
us back sixty years and brings us face to face with a man 
who perhaps had more to do with the parochial school move- 
ment in lowa than any other. One of “leather O’Reilly’s 
boys”, Bishop John Carroll, might be appositely quoted. 
Referring to the lather O’Reilly School in Dubuque he 
said: “lather O’Reilly found it necessary to solicit money 
for the erection of schools for the education of children and 
traveled on foot from Dubuque to Sioux City to obtain 
money to erect the first school in Dubuque, and during the 
whole of his life it has stood as a monument to him and was 
known as lather O?Reilly’s school. he building markeel 
the beginning of parochial schools in Lowa and it was be- 
cause of Father O’Reilly’s work that Archbishop Hennessy — 
took the aggressive attitude which made him unpopular 
among many non-Catholics”. Charles Mclvean has given tes- 
timony of the same work. “Tor industry and zeal Father 
(Reilly could not have been surpassed. His name was linked 
with the school in the public mind and the pupils of Saint 
Raphacl’s became known to the community as ‘leather 
(Reilly’s boys’? ”, We are assured, too, that Father O’Reil- 
Iy’s boys did well in after life. Much as we should like to 
linger over this phase of his work, we must hasten on to 
his achievements in Keokuk. 

In October, 1875, came Father O'Reilly’s firseappoint- 
ment to Saint Peters. lather Previs, a sick man, had been 
pastor up to that time. About the fifth of December, how- 
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ever, Father O’Reilly left Keokuk, went to Massachusetts 
for some time, and then returned to Iowa as pastor of Saint 
Anthony’s, Davenport, early in bag About lebr uary 20, 
1876, he reeumned to Saint Peter’s, this time to remain Ses 
more than thirty-three years. 

Now the merest understanding of the history of the 
parish previous to his coming plainly indicates that mighty 
things would have to be accomplished if Saint Peter’s was 
to assume its rightful place in the march of Catholic pro- 
gress. Still, we cannot hope to retrace Father O’Reilly’s 
steps. l*urther, not a few of his accomplishments have 
been touched upon in other sections. In this place we shall 
look intently at his major achievements. 

To begin with, the I*irst Saint Peter’s was not large 
enough in 1876 for the congregation; perhaps it was not 
grand enough either. lfor some time there had been peti- 
tions for a new church, and we have no reason to think they 
ceased with lather O’Reilly’s coming. Yet, his way and 
his thoughtful mein must have generated penitence in his 
people. The writer can well imagine an old Irish lady 
sagely remarking: “That priest knows, and the church will 
be built in his own time”. The story of the building of 
Saint Peter’s Church and School also has already been told. 
Our chief interest here is the method of paying for them. 

Our forebears remember well the socials and “coffees” 
of long ago. Nor have they forgotten the mammoth fairs 
that were held in the Estes House. Those fairs continued | 
through a week and sometimes enriched the parish treasury 
by $4,000. They have not forgotten the scorching Sundays 
of July when the coal collections were announced. All 
these ways together constitute the method of paying for 
our magnificent parish buildings. eae? even to the 
point of penuriousness, built and paid for them. Beyond 
that, it is the old story all over again. The nickels and 
dimes of poor Irish servant girls built Saint Patrick’s 
Cathedral, New York. The mites earned by our day-labor- 
ers fifty years ago built Saint Peter’s—almest a cathedral 
in our eyes. Verily, a mighty place of worship was built 
by Father O'Reilly and his people. Yet, we must remem - 
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ber that his ideals soared far above the lofty cross on the 
steeple. They took new life as they passed that emblem of 
sacrifice, and went on to the Great White Throne of God 
Where whisperings of “a perfect people” might have been 


Saint Pisvaer’s Ciun 


heard by angelic eavesdroppers. Saint Peter’s is truly a 
sanctuary sacred to the memory of those who built it, pastor 
and faithful alike. 

But lather O’Redly was more than a church builder. 
Vhe inscription on his tomb-stone would indicate that. 
“Very Rev. Thomas O'Reilly, V. EF.) 1844-1909... Pastor 
of St. Peter’s Church, 35 years. Apostle of Lowa Parochial 
Schools. Harnest Advocate of Total Abstinence. May He- 
Rest in Peace”. ‘Vhere is one part of that inscription which 
amples a whole world of activity: Earnest Advocate of 
LVotal Abstinence. Yes, by right that should be on the per- 
manent marker, for that service should not be lost to pos- 
terity. It is not necessary here to rehearse the story of con- 
ditions that demanded. such an apostle.’ Suffice to. say, 
lather O’Reilly was a priest of true insight and he felt 
the need of courageous work in that field. In his own day 
the public was not oblivious of his success. “He taught 
temperance both by precept and example, and lost no oppor- 
tunity to illustrate its value. Tle rightly held temperance 
to be a moral virtue, but he recognized that to be a virtue 
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it must be free and not forced. In this he was eminently 
successful and the result of his efforts is a fine monument 
to his memory”. 


Really though, Father O’Reilly’s endeavors in the pro- 
motion of temperance rose out of his interest in the problems 
of the common people. “His life was animated by love 
of God and man and was spent in ceaseless service for both 
at the altar, on the streets, in the homes, and in the school- 
rooms”. How true the following item must seem to the 
older members of Saint Peter’s. “Vhe reporter never ram- 
bles through West Keokuk but that he sees the familiar 
foure of the Rev. leather O’Reilly among the sick and 
needy. There ts no truer nobility than that of a life spent 
in the service of suffering humanity and such a life is 
exemplified in that the good I*ather O’ Reilly has for years 
been administering largely to the temporal as well as the 
spiritual wants of his people in West Keokuk. They tell 
many tales of the I-ather’s generous gifts. More than one 
poor school boy can show the books and the clothes fur- 
nished at the priest’s expense. More than one poor man, 
sick and out of work, can tell of a needy family of hungry 
little ones cared for until times were better. No one else 
bears such a share of the respect and love of the West Keo- 
kuk people and especially their little ones as does the pious 
lather, and no one deserves it more highly than he”. Lit- 
tle wonder that sixteen hundred people, either in the church 
or on the nearby walks, attended lather O?Reilly’s funeral. 
Little wonder, too, that the people of Saint Peter’s at the 
time had sentiments akin to these: “A good man is gone 
from among us, and we shall not soon look upon his hke 
again. His saintly character and blameless life are no longer | 
in evidence in the community, but the memory is a precious 
heritage which can never be taken away”. 
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Monsignor Gillespie 


The Right Reverend 
Monsignor James W. Gillespie, V. FP. 
Cordially invites you to be present at his 
Investiture at St. Peter’s Church, Keokuk, lowa, 
Sunday, October twenty-seventh, 
One thousand nine hundred and twenty-nine 
at ten thirty, a. m. 
Investiture and Solemn Pontifical Mass 
by his Lordship the 
Kr. Rev. Henry-P. Rohlman, Dy 2. 
Bishop of Davenport, Iowa. 
Sermon by the 


Very Rev. William L, Hannon 


UNDAY, October 27, 1929, will be a festive day in 

Saint Peter’s Parish. With a love and loyalty un- 
surpassed toward their pastor of twenty years a mighty 
throng will testify on that day that Saint Peter’s gladly 
honors him whom the Church has honored so sIgni lly: In 
the annals of the parish the Investiture of ‘Monsignor 
James WW. Gillespie will be recorded as a memorable event. 
Rightly will the parish claim a share in the honor that will 
come to its pastor. : 

On that day the full significance can be felt only 
through a knowledge of the past—the past of the parish 
and pastor alike. What a wonderful transformation has 
taken place in Keokuk Catholicity since lather Van Quicken- 
borne’s visit, back in 1832!) We remember well the primi- 
tiveness and informality of the first service. That motley 
crowd at the river’s edge can almost be seen with the his- 
torical telescope. “Phe contrast today! A refined and cul- 
tured people will behold their pastor’s investiture im the 
purple robes of an ecclesiastical rank that one associates 
with a fully institutionalized Catholicism. And yet we are 
proud of both, for both present Catholicism to us; the one, 
beginnings; the other, mature development. 
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Chen, too, the record of him who is to be honored 
should be reviewed. In his blessed work at Saint Peter’s 
all are interested. But first a biographical word. 


James W. Gillespie, the seventh of eight children with 
whom Almighty God blessed the marriage of James Gil- 
lespre and Anna Kiernan, was born at Patterson, Madison 
County, Iowa, on January 10, 1869. In the district school 
his elementary education was received. Like so many: dis- 
tinguished priests in the Diocese of Davenport, he entered 
Saint Ambrose College for preparatory studies that would 
bring him closer to his destined vocation, the holy priest- 
hood. For six years he attended that institution. “Phen to 
Saint Paul Seminary, Saint Paul, Minnesota, he was directed 
for the final studies, theology and kindred branches. On 
May 27, 1899—thirty years ago—the tremendous powers 
and responsibilities of the priesthood were placed in_ his 
hands. His Mother in heaven prayed fervently for him 
that day. 

Soon after, I*ather Gillespie received an appointment 
to Saint Ambrose Parish, Des Moines, as Assistant to the 
late Monsignor Michael Flavin. In September, 1900, his 
first pastorate, Saint Mary’s, Mechanicsville, was entrusted 
to him. Some years later an appointment of major impor- 
tance brought him to Keokuk. October 27, 1909, was the 
date. By that appointment leather Gillespie became pastor 
of Saint Peter’s and Dean of the clergy in southeastern 
lowa. The day of Monsignor Gillespie’s investiture will 
also be the twentieth anniversary of that appointment to 
Saint Peter’s. In this place a resume of Monsignor Gil- 
lespie’s accomplishments will be attempted. 

Maintenance and progressive improvements are the 
key words to the period 1909-1929. In a previous section 
the writer has described the splendid upbuilding in) Sant 
Peter’s effected by Father O’Riclly. “Phat achievement ts 
surely worthy of our praise. Yet, the very accomplish- 
ments of Father O’Reilly called for more accomplishments, 
and of a very difficult kind. On many an occasion the writer 
has heard from experienced priests that the problem of 
maintenance and improvement in our day, at least in the 
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larger parishes, is quite the equal of that confronting the 
original builders. Right there is the glory of Monsignor 
Gillespie’s pastorate in Saint Peter’s. He and his parish 
have maintained an unusually Jarge parochial institution, 
and it has been improved in a commendable manner. On 
this point a few specific instances will be given. 

Inirst, in the field of education. As regards educational 
facilities, Saint Peter’s Parish has been quite unique. Two 
large buildings wholly and one large building in part are 
given over to the educative process. Saint Peter’s High 
School building, for instance, has been a costly one during 
the 1909-1929 period. Constantly rising standards of edu- 
cation have been determined upon by accrediting associ- 
tions, particularly during that period. Within the past few 
years, records reveal the following expense items for that 
one building: seats in the Assembly Hall, $3,000; lockers, 
$500; electric clock, $300; remodeling the stage, $400; 
conditioning the winter chapel for class room use, $400. On 
the Convent property a larger sum was expended. Some 
of the more important items are: the transfer of the Con- 
vent property to Saint Peter’s Parish in 1912, $1,000; re- 
newing the exterior of the Convent building, $2,000; class 
room improvements from 1909-1929, $500; improvement 
of the property by grading, $700; improving steps and 
porches, $800. Likewise the former Methodist Church 
property has been a source of expense. No less than $6000, 
records reveal, has been expended in making it suitable for 
parish functions and athletic contests. In the light of these ’ 
expenditures, the statement that maintenance and progres- 
sive improvements create problems in parish administration 
quite the equal of original construction is meaningful. ‘Phe 
situation has taken on that character, especially during the 
last fifteen years of Monsignor Gillespie’s pastorate. 

Passing over to the strictly religious function of 
parochial endeavor, we behold a similar condition. Here, 
too, some improvement items will be mentioned that have 
been gleaned from the records. Soon after Monsignor 
Gillespie’s coming to Saint Peter’s, the need of a larger rec- 
tory was apparent. An expense account of $4,500 was the 
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result. Then, only recently the resurfacing of the streets 
about Saint Peter’s Church imposed a burden of $7,000 
upon the parish. A noticeable i improvement, made during 
the past summer, was the renovating of the church in its 
entirety. In fine, it has been the wank of maintaining and 
improving an unusually large parochial institution that has 
constituted the field of Monsignor Gillespie’s zealous 
efforts. 

So burdensome a task has that work been that little sur - 
prise need be evoked at the mention of a parish debt which 
persisted until a few years ago. At Monsignor Gillespie’s 
coming in 1909, the parish indebtedness amounted to almost 
$12,000. Lather O’Reilly’s records distribute that debt in 
this way: school, $1,980; church, $4,766; the former Meth- 
odist Church, $4,984. Those debts, totaling $11,730 were 
assumed by the present pastor and his congregation. Be- 
sides those debts, the unusually large expenditures of the 
past twenty years have involved indebtedness from time. to 
time. And the sequel to that indebtedness! What a mag- 
nificent act of generosity that indebtedness has called forth 
on the part of Monsignor Gillespie! A princely gift in- 
deed was made to the parish when, in 1924, the entire debt 
was erased from the parish books. $23,000 was the sum 
applied by him personally at that time. The only obliga- 
tion incurred by the parish is the payment of interest to the 
donor during his lifetime. In other words it was given on 
the annuity basis—precisely the basis on which our colleges, 
for instance, are happy to receive substantial donations. We 
should say that the soundness of the solution is surpassed 
only by the generosity of the donor. One thing is most 
certain and surely commendable: Father Gillespie has been 
most loyal to his own. Tt will be difficult for him as Mon- 
signor Gillespie to be more loyal. 

Still, there has been no taint of “parochialism” in his 
actions. “Lhe Diocese of Davenport has been the recipient 
of his pencrous gifts. In 1915 Saint Ambrose College was 
in dire need of a larger gymnasium. Monsignor Gillespic 
made one of the largest contributions, $5,000. Just last 
year, When that same diocesan institution was about to erect 
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SAINT PETER’S PARISH W 


a Science Hall, another generous contribution from Mon- 
signor Gillespie was made. This time the sum of $3,500 
was donated. Within the hallowed walls of that college, 
he had received a part of his later education. He could not 
forget the service it had rendered him, and he was unwill- 
ing to forget it. Generosity is an admirable trait. It is to 
be admired by every right thinking man. In fine, Monsig- 
nor Gillespie’s heart is right: an admirable thing, indeed, 
and especially in one who has consecrated himself to the 
service of Christ and his fellowmen. 

May Monsignor Gillespie live long to enjoy the signal 
honor that his Church has conferred upon him, and may his 
days be Jengthened in the generous service of Saint Peter’s 
Parish. 


THE PRIESTS WHO HAVE SERVED 
SAINT. PEPPERS PARISH 
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Father Horan 


oR SEPTEMBER 21, 1925, Father Martin Horan was 
appointed to Saint Peter’s as Assistant to Monsignor 
Gillespie. That was his first and only appointment. Certainly 
in Saint Peter’s he has performed commendably every duty 
to which he has been assigned. It is a sure token of manly 
zeal in the priesthood when pastor and congregation alike are 
fully satished. That condition exactly prevails in’ Father 


Paar ath cs tee | 


Farin Horas 


Horas case. Monsignor Gillespie likes to speak of him as 
“a considerate, conscientious Assistant”. “There is not a trace 
of exaggeration in the statement that everyone, and es- 
pecially Monsignor Gillespic, fondly hopes that’ Tather 
Horan will remain at Saint Peter’s for many years. 
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A Roll of Honor 


N FHIS place ts given a list of the Priests and Sisters 

who, at one time or another during their lives, were 
members of Saint Peter’s Parish or students in the parish 
school. 


LEE: PRIESES 
The Right Reverend Monsignor P. W. ‘Tallon; the 
Reverends James Ioley, C. M., John J. Downing, C. M., 
Dennis J. Downitig, .C, M., Stephen. b.. McNamarayS."J,, 
Basil toed OC), FeMi Carl H. Meinberg, iesepht. ©’Brien, 
ne Yaeg: O I*rancis Gritth: Joseph Rene Paul D. Moore, 
Josey sh ie Code, Harry B. Crimmins, S. J. 


PH SISTERS 

Sisters of Visitation: Sisters M. Francis Collins, ©. de 
Chantal Myers, M. Aloysia Myers, M. Clementine O’Con- 
nell, M. Theresa Bouvard, M. -Aimee: Burke, Candida 
(Connor, Vincentia O’Brien, Magdalen Strenzel, Martha 
Golden, Jane Mofhtt, Cecilia Creed, Louise Swartz, Jose- 
phine Rice, Margaret M. Middleton, M. Anthony Steffens- 
meir, Gabriella Rice, Agnes Hickey, Bern: ardine Weber, 
lmimaculata lFegers, Alphonse Weber, Augustine che 
\imee Grace, Genevieve riers, Simplicia Dillion, Beatrice 
Rice, Celestine Barker, Hyacinth Green, Gertrude Quigley, 
Ligouri Mathhez, Francis Gonzaga Clageett, M. Pauline 
Cove, Benedicta McCue, I:mmanuel Wynne, M. Angela 
Bridgman, M. Regis Ryan, Mary Fitch, M1. Rose Ryan, M. 
de Sales Luby, M. Xavier Huot, M. Agnes Journet, Anna 
Langan, Mother M. Agnes Egan, and Mother M. Stanis- 
Iaus Scott. | 


Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Pauls Sisters 
lenatia Browne, Ursula Hughes, Margaret. O’Brien, Ist- 
dore O’Brien, Loretto Mehkenzic, Callista: Hickey, Rose 
Welsh, Plortense Moore, Beatrice Mullen, Elelen Birming 
ham, Iugenia MeNetl, Rose MeGuire, Alice Moore, Zoe 
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80 MAINT PETERS PARISH 


Maher, Margaret LeFevre, Alice McNamara, Genevieve 
I\wers, and Andrea Hickey. 

Sisters of Notre Dame: Sisters M. Edwina McCat- 
frey, Consuela Applebaum, Eustachia Downing, Kevin 
Kennedy, Odilo Jones, Godberta McNamara, Delphina 
Hoes and Mary Bevering. 

Sisters of Saint Francis: Sisters Casilda Renwald, M. 
Leocadia Niess, Aegedia Seibert, M, Georgia Myers, Cath- 
erine Myers, and Maxine McDowell. 

Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Sisters 
Helen Ryan and M. Alcantara Vogt. 


Sisters of Saint Dominic: Sisters Devona Burke and M. 
David O’Leary. 


Sisters of Saint Benedict: Sisters Catherine Cahalan 
and Celestine Downing. 

Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament: Sister Catherine 
Kenny. 

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth: Sister M1. Gertrude 
Barrett. 

Sisters of Saint Joseph: Sister M. Pius Neenan. 

Sisters of the Good Shepherd: Sister M. Josepha 
Powers. 

Sisters of Mercy: Sisters Ligouri Renwald and de Paul 
Collins. 


Sisters of Saint I*rancis, Clinton: Sister Mary Elizabeth 
Cameron. 


ge priests have assisted oe Cril- 
lespie at Saint Peter’s during the 1909-1929 period: 3 “athers 
Maurice Kissane, Stephen Davis, P. J. Ryan, John Courtney, 
Irancis Phillips, Hrank Barry, Hubert Vhoman, Michael 
Moriarity, Paul Kleinfelder, Wilham = Schmidt, Aloysius 
Cone, John Coughlin, and Martin Ploran. 
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